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. as been robbed of his liberty, 
umself of the legal provisions for re- 
He would fear to permit a friend 


|: ) sue for his restoration to freedom, lest, by the fail- 
| ure of such suit, he should be visited with evils almost 
| as terrible to him as the loss of his liberty. 
| It may also be well enough to remark here, that the 
subject of the present report has no connexion what- 
ever, with the ‘exciting topic,’ so called, of abolition. 
The subject is one which seriously concerns all— 
| whether abolitionists or anti-ebolitionists—who have 
| the shghtest regard, either for the personal safety of 
; our seven thousand colored citizens, or for the interests 
{ 
and undoubted rights of our merchants and masters of 
| Vessels, 
| In making the proposed citation of laws, the under- 
| signed will begin with the State of 
|} Norta Carotisa.—‘ It shall not be lawful hereafter, 
for any free negro or mulatto to migrate into this state. 
and if be or she shall do so, contrary to the provisions 
of this act, and being thereof informed, shall not, 
| within twenty days thereafter remove out of the State, 
ve or she being thereof convicted in manner herein- 
| afler directed, shall be liable to a penalty of five hun- 
drea dollars : and upon failure to pay the same, within 
the time preseribed in the judgement awarded against 
such person or persons, he or she shall be liable to be 
held in servitude and at labor, fora term of time not 
exceeding ten years, in such manner and upon such 
terms as may be prescribed by the court awarding 
sentence ; and the proceeds arising therefrom 
shall be paid over to the county trustee for county 
purposes,’ &c. &c —Laws of North Carolina, 1526, 
Chap. 21 
| i 
} Aguin. 

‘Whenever any negro slave shall be taken up in 
‘this State as a runaway, and confined in any jail for 
|the space of twelve months, and the apprehension and 

confinement of said slave have been advertised in the 
) State Gazette at least six months, and the owner does 
not apply to prove property in said time, then it shall 
be lawful for the court of pleas and quarter sessions of 
the county in which said ranaway 1s coufined, to com- 
jmand their sheriff! to expose said negro slave to sale 
for ready money, giving three months’ notice in some 
public newspaper in this State, at the court-house door, 
‘and at two other public places in tne said county, of 
the time and place of sale, and of the circumstances 
under which the said slave is to be sold.’—Revised 
Statutes of North Carolina, Chap. CXI, Sec. 16, Vol. 1 


such 


Vircinia.—‘ All free negroes and mulattoes, who| 


shall be convicted of remaining in this Commonwealth 
contrary to law, aad who shali become liabje to be sold 
according to the provisions ef former laws and of this 
act, shall be publicly sold by the sheriff or sergeant, at 
the front door of the court-house of the county or cor- 
poration, on a court day, in pursuance of notice of such 
sale posted at such court-house door at the court held 
in the preceding month.’—Laws of Virginia, 1530, 
Chap. 39. 

Sovtn Caronina.— From and afier the first day of 
March next, 1 shall not be lawful for any free negro 
or mulatto to migrate into this state; and every free 
negro or mulatto who shall migrate into this State, 
contrary to this act, shall and may be apprehended and 
earried by any white person before some Justice of the 
Peace of the district or parish, where he or she shall 
be taken; which justice is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to examine such free negro or mulatto, and to 
order him or her to leave the State. And every free 
negro or mulatto so ordered to leave the State, and 

i} thereafter remaining longer than fifteen days within 
‘the same, or having left the State, and thereafter re- 
turning to the State, (unless it be in consequence of 
shipwreck, or some unavoidable accident, or as a sea- 
man on board or belonging to a vessel, with which he 
shall depart, or as a servant to any white person trav- 
elling into this State,) upon proof thereof made before 
any magistrate and three freeholders, and on conviction 
thereof, shall be subjected toa fine of twenty dollars ; 
and in default of the payment thereof, shall be publicly 
sold, after ten days’ notice, for a term not exceeding 
five years ; and uf 
shall be found in this State after the lapse of ten days, 
after paying such fine, or after such servitude under 
such sale, he, she, or they, shall be liable to be proceed- 
ed against in like manner, and shall be sold for the like 
sum, and for a term not exceeding five years, until such 
slave or slaves shall depart the State.'—Laws of South 
Carolina, 1826, p. 22. 
| Tennessee.—‘ In all cases where any slave shall 
have been committed to any of the jails of this State as 
a runaway, and shall have been duly advertised by said 
jtiler as required by the laws of this State, and shall not 
be claimed or proved away by the owner of such slave 
or runaway, and shall have been imprisoned for the 
jterm of twelve months, it may and shall be lawfal for 
| the sheriff of any county in this State, and he is hereby 
}empowered, having previously advertised the same 
thirty days, to expose such negro slave to public sale to 
the hivhest bidder, at the court house door of the county 
jot which ae is sheriff, and the proceeds of said sale 
i shall first be applied to pay all costs and jailer’s fees, 
{ant the surplus, if any, paid over to the county trustee 
of the county, to be used for county purposes ; and said 
sheriff, upon making such sale, shall, and is hereby di- 
| rected and empowered to make a bill of sale of any 
| slave to the purchaser, so sold, which shall vest a good 
title to said slave.’—Laws of Tennessee, Vol 1. pp. 
| 323-24. 


Georcia.—‘ From and after the first day of June 
next, it shall not be lawful for any person of color, 
other than a slave, or a free person of color duly reg- 


istered in manner aforesaid, to remain in this State ; | 


|and if any free person of color, other than as aforesaid, 
shall be found in this State after the said first day of 
| June next, he or she shali be arrested and tried, and if 
convicted of a violation of this law, he or she shail pay 
a fine of $100, and in default of such payment, it shall 
be lawful for the court to bind them out as laborers un- 


| til the fine is paid by the hire of such labor ; and, more- ; 


| over, shall be liable and subject to a repetition of such 
| conviction, fine, and imprisonment, at the end of thirty 
} days atter any such conviction and payment of such 
) fine, until he or she shall actually depart this State, 
and that it shall be the duty of such [each] and every 
civil officer of this State to carry into effect this law.’ 
| —Prince’s Digest of the Laws of Georgia, p. 810. 
| In an act of this State, ‘ respecting runaway slaves, 
; we have a section to this effect : ‘If no person appears 
; to claim and prove property in said slave [that 1s, any 
; colored person, any free colored person, who may have 
been taken up as a runaway, and is unable to prove 
| his freedom] then it shall be the duty of said sheriff to 
| sell said slave for cash to the highest bidder, and after 
| paying jail fees and al] other expenses that may have 
} been incurred on account of said slave, to pay over the 
| balanee to the clerk of the inferior court to become and 
| used as county funds.’— Jd. p. 806. 


Lovistana.—‘ In case the owner of said slave, [that 
| 18, any person of color, arrested as a runaway slave] 
; Shall net claim said slave within two years from the 
|date of the first advertisement in the newspapers in 
| compliance with the preceding section, then, and in that 
case, it shall be the duty of the treasurer of the city, for 


uch free negro, mulatto, or mestizo, | 


jand the places of imprisonment of those persons, as 
| stated by Mr. S. were as follows : 

| James Hight, imprisoned at Mobile; Willam Ad- 
ams, at Norfolk; Williams Holmes, also at Norfolk ; 
| James Oxtord, at Wilmington ; James Szith, at Baton 
Rouge ; John Tidd, at New Orleans. 

It should be mentioned, that with regard to the place 
of the imprisonment of one of these men, James Oxford, 
| Mr.S. was not, at the time of his interview with the 
! undersigned, positively certain. He, however, believ- 
ed it was Wilmington, as above stated. 

In 1836, Mary Smith, a native of this State, return- 
ing from New Orleans, whither she had been in the ca- 
pacity of a servant, was cast upon the shores of North 
Carolina. She was there seized and sold asa slave. 
! Information of the fact reached her friends at Boston. 
Those friends made an effort to obtain her liberation. 
They invoked the assistance of the Governor of this 
'Commonwealth. A correspondence ensued between 
' His Excellency and the Governor of North Carolina ; 
| copies of which were offered for the inspection of your 
!Committee. Soon afterwards, by permission of the au- 

thorities of North Carolina, ‘Mary Smith’ returned to 
} Boston. But it turned out, that this was not the Mary 
Smith, whom our worthy Governor, and other excellent 
| individuals of Boston, had taken so unwearied pains to 
It was another woman of the 


iredeem from slavery. 
same name, who was also a native of Massachusetts, 
and had been seized in. North Carolina as a runaway 
slave. The Mary Smith has not yet been heard of. If 
alive, she is now, in all probability, wearing the chains 
of slavery. 
About a year anda half since, several citizens of dif- 
\ ferent free states were rescued from slavery, at New 
' Orleans, by the direct personal efforts of an acquaint- 
ance of the undersigned. The benevolent individual 
‘alluded to is Jacob Barker, Esq., a name not unknown 
}to the commercial world. Mr. Barker is a resident of 
New Orleans. A statement of the cases 1n reference is 
contained in a letter addressed by him to the Hon. 
Samuel H. Jenks, of Nantucket. The following isa 
copy of that letter, which, though it contains remarks 
not necessary to the statement itself, is deemed by the 
undersigned worthy of a place in this report. 

‘New Onzeans, Aug. 19th, 1837. 
| ‘Dear Sir: Will you advise blacks visiting this 
| section of the country from your quarter, to provide 
| themselves with a certificate of their freedom trom the 
| Governor of the state to which they belong. 
| ‘The laws of Louisiana presume all blacks to be 
| slaves, and when found at large are presumed to be 
' runaways, and as such are arrested and placed in the 
chain-gang, to work on the roads. Custom-house pro- 
tcclions are not considered as proof of freedom, 

‘Bat for the necessity of having such men as sailors, 
laborers, firemen, cooks, and stewards, on board our 
ships and steamboats, I would advise them not to 
come here on auy consuleration whatever. Their ex- 
clusion would be so very detrimental to the commerce 
of the United States, and particularly of New Orleans, 
ihat some other remedy must be provided, if possible, 
It is strange the authorities are not influenced by the 
interests of this city, purely commercial, to pursue a 
more liberal course. 

| ‘As far as my observation extends, those of the low- 
'er or third Municipality are the most rigid ; and ifthey 
}do not alter their cvurse, all vessels having blacks on 
| board, should avoid landing there, and proceed to the 
upper part of the city. This can be done without in- 
convenience or expense, and would so materially affect 
the prosperity of the lower Municipality, that they 
would be induced to examine whether or not they 
| could safely change their course. 
‘Free people of color suffer very much by the im- 
| proper interference of the abolition fanatics of the 
North. Their interference makes masters much more 
{rigid with their slaves, and the authorities much more 
{severe in relation to free persons of color, than they 
otherwise would be. Those abolitionists are mistaken 
{about the condition of the slaves in Louisiana ; they 
/are better fed and clad, more healthy and moral than 
!the blacks at the North, and in general appear happy 
and in good spirits—the abstract question of slavery 
being settled by the Constitution, is not debateable. 
| «A free man, belonging to Baltimore, by the name of 
} Ephraim Larkin, who came here cook of the William 
+ ‘Tell, was arrested and thrown into prison a few weeks 
since, and sent in chains to work on the road. I heard 
| of it, and with difficulty found him ; and after the most 
| diligent and active exertions, got him released—in ef- 
‘fectung which I travelled in the heat of the day, ther- 
}mometer ranging in the shade from 94 to 100, more 
| than twenty times to and from prison, the place of his 
|tabor, and the different courts, a distance of near three 
| miles from my residence; and after I had esablished 
‘his freedom had to pay for his arrest, maintenance, and 
| the advertising him as a runaway slave, $29,89, as per 
| copy of bill herewith—the allowance for work not equal- 
\ling the expenses, the amount augments with every 
| day of confinement. : ; 
| ‘I cannot believe the laws of Louisiana require these 
{expenses from free people of color. They apply only 
{to slaves: as when a black person is arrested, if not 
‘claimed asa slave or proved to be free in two years, 
hhe is sokl asa slave; hence it follows that those free 
men who are arrested, being without money to pay 
|such expenses, become slaves by the operation of the 
laws of Louisiana, as expounded by the authorities of 
| the third Municipality. ; 
| ‘In pursuing the cook of the William Te'l, I found 
i three other free men confined in the same prison, one 
| belonged also to Baltimore, by the name of Leaven 
Dogerty : he was also released on my paying $28,00 
expenses ; one was a descendant of the Indians who 
once inhabited Nantucket—his name is Eral Lonnon, 
the grandson of Sarah Tashmy, woo with Peter Micha 
and Joshua Chicken were the only three Indians I re- 
|member to have lived at Nantucket during my boy- 
hood. Peter Micha then saved my life: he was, ona 
warm summer's day, sitting in the shade of Barney 
Bunker's mill, in approaching which my horse fell and 
rolled on me, so that I could neither move nor call for 
help ; when the old Indian sprang from his seat, swung 
his staff and shouted until he caused the horse to re- 
lease me—and | am very happy to have had an oppor- 
tunity to render a service to one of the few that re- 
mains of his tribe, before they become extinct. Lon- 
| non had been six weeks in prison; he was released 
| without difficulty on my paying $20, 38 expenses, and 
| no one seemed to know why he had been confined or 
arrested, as the law does not presume persons of mixed 
blood to be slaves. But for the others. 1] had great dif- 
| ficulty in proeuring what were considered competent 
| witnesses to prove them free. No complaint of improp- 
| er conduct had been made against either of them. At 
jone time, the Recorder said the witness must be white, 
} at another, that one respectable witness was insufficient, 
| at another, that a person who had been (improperly) 


} 


{ 
} 
' 
| 





negroes confined in the city of New Orleans, and of the | confined and released was not a competent witness, &c. 
sheriffs, for negroes confined in the counties, to cause the | &e. Lonnon has been employed in the South Sea Fish- 
| said negro to be sold, by and with the leave of the judge | ery from Nantucket and New Bedford, nearly all his 


| of theur respective county first obtained, at public sale | life; has sailed on those voyages in the ships Eagle, 


to the highest bidder, after three advertisements succes- 
sively in the newspapers according to practice,’ &c.— 
| Martin’s Digest of the Laws of Louisiana, p. 626. 


The laws which have thus been quoted from the 
| statute-books of six different slave-holding States, may 
| be regarded as specimens of the laws now in force on 
of 


| course, it would be easy to extend the list, if it were 


j this subject throughout the slave-holding States. 


' 
| deemed desirable. 


| Now, to show that these laws are not inoperative— 
,a dead letter upon the pages of the statute-book—the 
| following facts are submitted. They are a few out of 
te vast multitude, to which the attention of the under- 


signed has been directed. 


; On the 27th February last, the undersigned had an 


| interview with the Rev. Samuel Snowden, a respecta- 
| ble and an intelligent clergyman of the city of Boston. 
| This gentleman stated, and he is now ready to make 
| oath, that, during the last six years, he has himself, by 
the aid of -various benevolent individuals, procured the 
| deliverance from jail of six citizens of Massachusetts, 
| who had been arrested and imprisoned as runaway 
| slaves, and who, but for his timely interposition, would 


! Maryland, Gideon, Trivion,and Samuel. He was born 
at Marshpee, Plymouth [Barnstable] county, Massa- 
chusetts, and prefers to encounter the leviathan of the 
deep, rather than the turn-keys of New Orleans. 

‘ The other was born in St. Johns, Nova Scotia, and 
bears the name of William Smith, a seaman by profes- 
sion, and from his own story I was persuaded that he 
was free. I therefore reported his case to Mr. Craw- 
ford, the British consul, who, with his accustomed 
promptness and hu-nanity, applied for Smith's release, 
which was granted on the payment of like expenses. 

‘Immediately after these men were released, two 
others were arrested They attempted to escape, and 
being pursued, ran for the river in the vain hope of be- 
ing able to swim across the Mississippi, a distance of a 
mile, with a cerrent of four knots—one soon gave out 
and made for a boat which had been despatched for 
their recovery, and was saved; the other being a bet- 
ter swimmer continued on until much exhausted, then 
also made for the boat—it was too late; he sank be- 
fore the boat could reach him, and was drowned. 
They claimed to be freemen. Whether they were or 
not, I have not been able to ascertain. 

‘On Sunday last I was called to the prison of the Ma- 
nicipality in which I reside, to serve on an inquest on 
the body of adrowned man. There [ saw one other free 
man confined, by the name of Henry Tier, a yellow man, 











i have been sold into perpetual bondage. The names 


born in New York, and formerly in my employ. He 
had been confined as a supposed runaway, near six 


|months, without a particle of testimony ; although from 
|his color, the laws of Louisiana presume him to be free. 

I applied immediatety for his release, which was 
promptly granted ; at first, expenses similar to those ex- 
acted in the third Municipality. were required ; but on 
my demonstrating to the Recorder that the law imposed 
no such burthen on free men, he was released without 
any charge whatever. How free men can obtain satis- 
faction for having been thus wrongfully imprisoned and 
made to work in chains on the highway, is not for me to 
decide. Lapprehend no satisfaction can be had without 
more active friends, willing to espouse their cause, than 
can be found in this quarter. Therefore I repeat, that 
no person of color should come here without a certifi- 
cate of freedom from the governor of the state to which 
he belongs. 

‘Very respectfully, your assured friend, 
‘JACOB BARKER?’ 


‘N. B. Since writing the preceding, I have procured 
the release uf another tree man from the prison of the 
third Muni gality, on the payment of $39, 65, as per 
bill copy herewith. His name is William Lockman, he 
was born in New Jersey, of free parents, and resides at 
Philadelphia. A greater sum was required, which was 
reduced by the allowance of his maintenance (written 
\ labor) while at work on the road, which the law requires 

the Municipality to pay; but it had not before been so 
expounded in the thi Municipality. I hope to get it 
} back in the case of the other three. The allowance for 
‘labor in addition to their maintenance is 25 cents per 
day ; but they require these illiterate men to advance 
the whole before they can leave the prison, and then to 
take a certificate for their labor and go for it to another 
department—to collect which, is ten tumes more trouble 
jthan the money when received is worth. While these 
free men, without having committed any fault, were 
compelled to work in chains on the roads in the burn- 
ing sun for 25 cents per day, and pay in advance 18 
3-1 cents per day for maintenance, doctor's, and other 
bills, and not able to work half their time, I paid others 
working on ship board, in sight, two dollars per ak 

. 3.” 





Here were six men, known to be free born A mer- 


ican citizens, arrested, imprisoned, and doomed, like fe 
|ons, to work in ‘the chain-gang ;’ and two others, who 
lelaimed to be freemen, attempting to escape a similar 
| doom by swimming the Mississippi, and one of them 
| perishing in the attempt. And these men, be it remem 
| bered, against none of whonr had any crime been alleg- 
led, would all have been, as probably the one who es- 
| 





jcaped drowning was, sold into slavery, but for the no- 


| ble generousness of an individual, who had incidental- | 


lly beeome acquainted with their condition. 

During the last winter, a gentleman, now a member 
| of this House, passed some time at New Orleans. As 
{he was one day walking the streets of that city, he 
| chanced to fall in with a ‘chain-gang ;’ that is, witha 
leollection of colored persons at work in chains on the 


|pubhe road. In the person of one of this ‘ gang,’ he in- 
| stantly recognized an old and a valued acquaintance. 
/It was a freeman, who had been several years in that 
\gentleman’s employment. On inquiry, it was found, 
; that he had, not long since, arrived in that city from the 
| North, on boatd of a schooner ; that, happening to be 
| absent, though but a short distance from the vessel, one 
evening, as the eight o’clock gun was fired, he was ar- 
rested, while hastening on board, as a runaway slave ; 


{that he had endeavored in vain. to get information of 


| his situation to his captain ; that the vessel had sailed ; 
;and that consequently there seemed no other hope for 
| him, but to toil in ‘the chain-eang.’ during the residue 
| of a twelvemonth, and then to be sold as aslave for life. 
| The liberation of this unfortunate man was not effected 
; without considerable difficulty and painstaking on the 
| part of the gentleman effecting it. It was by the merest 
i accident, that he escaped being sold as a slave. 

; A-case similar to those just adverted to, as occurring 
lat New Orleans, occurred, a few months since, in Vir- 
| ginia. It has been given to the public through the eol- 
}wmns of a New York paper, the Columbia County Re- 
| publican, in the form of the following narrative : 


‘To Tne Pusnic.—It seems due to the inhabitants of 
| Hudson and its vicinity, who so liberlly came forward 
to redeem one of their own citizens from impending 
slavery, to have a correct statement of the affair and 
its result laid before them. 

‘It seems that Jeremiah H. Winney, of Athens, N. 
Y., received a letter from the jailer of Surrey county, 
Virginia, stating that a black man who called himself 
Prince Matice, had been committed to his custody as a 
runaway slave, and if not proved to be free, would be 
sold as a slave, for his jail fees and sundry other ex- 
penses, enumerated in said letter, and amounting at 
that time toa considerable sum, which was daily accu- 
mulating. 

‘Prince Matice, it seems, was born at Schoharie, in 
this State, and lived several years with Elizabeth Cope- 
ily, of Harpersfield, a sister of Jeremiah H. Winney’s ; 
that he afterwards removed to Athens, and sailed one 
season in the sloop William Henry, belonging to Alex- 
ander Shaw; that the season following he went in one 
of the Hudson barges. He afterwards shipped for the 
West Indies, and from thence to France and back. 
On arriving in the West Indies on his return voyage, 
he was taken sick and left in a Hospital, the captain 
promising to pay him his wages when he returned to 
Philadelphia, which he expected would be about the 
commencement of the year 1838. On his recovery, 
Prince took shipping for a southern port, and while 
travelling by land, was seized as above stated, and in- 
formed us through the jailer that he was willing to 
pledge his coming wages, if he ever received them, to 
any one who would go on and release him. 

‘After procuring the necessary legal documents, it 
was deemed best to make the following application : 


‘To William L. Marcy, Governor of the State of Nen- 
York, the following case is respectfully submitted : 


‘From the accompanying documents it appears that 
Prince Matice, a free colored citizen of this State, for- 
merly of Harpersfield, Delaware county, and late of 
this place, is imprisoned in the State of Virginia for no 
crime, and is likely to be sold for a slave. 

‘This community conceive there is no obligation on 
them to raise the money demanded as jail fees for this 
individual, when justice requires that the sufferer 
should himself be remuncrated, and are not inclined to 
accept his pledge to refund hereafter his hard earnings 
for that purpose. 

‘The trouble and expense of going on for him would 
be great, and such is the state of things South, that 
possibly Northern men might not be able to effect his 
release with safety to themselves. The Governor is 
respectfully solicited to apply for his release as a citi- 
zen of this state, not charged with any crime, from the 
proper authority in Virginia. 

‘R. McKINSTRY, Mayor of Hudson. 


‘N.B. The bearer, Charles Marriot, intends pre- 
senting the above petition, who will be able to give fur- 
ther information on the subject. ‘R. MeK. 

‘ Hvpsox, 5th mo. 23d, 1838. 


‘ 
‘The above was carried to the lodgings of the Gov- 
ernor in Albany, but he had just left for the frontier, 
on account of the troubles in Canada, and it did not 
reach him. 





Virginia to identify P. Matice, if furnished with the 
means, $80 were raised by voluntary subscription, and 

aid to him for that purpose. He appears to have 
faithfully fulfilled his embassy. His testimony given 
before the Court then sitting in Surrey Court House, 
was favorably received, the jailer’s fees were reduced, 
and Prince Matice liberated. Prince has since return- 
ed, and called on some of the subscribers in Hudson 
and Athens, to thank them for their generous and suc- 
cessful efforts to save him from slavery. 

‘A number of the citizens of Harpersfield, much to 
their credit, sent on official evidence, with offers of 
their services on this occasion. 

‘This subject calls for serious consideration. Cases 
of a similar kind are of but too frequent vecurrence. 
Favorable circumstances only enabled this individual 
to escape at the cost to this community of $80. And 
yet, the civil authorities of Virginia, so far from ex- 
ceeding the law, acted with great liberality, and gave 
us every facility the case afforded. And these our cit- 
izens, though entitled by the Constitution to all the 
rights and privileges of citizens in each of the states, if 
they travel South are liable to be seized and sold into 
slavery. Is there no remedy for this? If there be not, 
then indeed are we reduced to the sad alternative that 





‘Jeremiah H. Winney heaving offered to go on to | ship, vessel, or other water-craft in this State, or any 


| would have awaited us had they been captured former- 
jly by the Algerines, viz. to have provided funds for 
their redemption, or abandon them to hopeless and 
perpetual servitude. ‘C. M. 

‘Ist Month, 1839. 

The following advertisement is extracted from a 
Mississippi paper of December last : 

‘$50 Rewarp.—Ran away from the subscriber, on 
Thursday last, a negro man named Isaac, 22 years 
old, about 5 feet 10 or 11 inches high, daik complexion, 
well made, full face, speaks quick, and very correcily 
for a negro; wore off a blue trock cloth coat, cassimere 
roundabout and cloth pantaloons. He was originally 
from New York, and no doubt will attempt to pass 
himself as free. I will give the above reward for his 
apprehension and delivery, or confinement so that I 
obtain him, if taken out of the State, or $30 if taken 
within the State. 

‘Memphis, Dec. 28.—tf. Jxo. Simpson.’ 

A New York paper of the 9th ult. declares, that the 

|*negro man’ referred to in this advertisement, isa 
\eitizen of that State ; that his name is Isaac Wright; 
}that he was sold as a slave at New Orleans from on 
board a steamboat, on which he had shipped as a fire- 
}man ; that information of this fact having been receiv 
jed by his friends in New York, one of them resolved 
jon attempting his deliverance, and for that purpose 
| proceeded to Mississippi; that by the aid of a colored 
| person in the vicinity of his confinement, he succeeded 
‘in finding the man who had been thus robbed of his 
Hliberty ; and that they were both, at the date of the 
| paper in question, on their way back to the city of 
| New York. 
And in the Baltimore papers of the early part of the 
jlast menth, an advertisement appeared, stating that a 
colored man named John Thomas, who affirmed him- 
self to be free, and to bave been born and brought up 
in Boston, had been committed to jail in that city as a 
| runaway slave ; and that if he was not speedily claimed 
} by his owner, he would be sold for the payment of 
) charges. 

Whether this person is or is not a freeman, the un- 
dersigned has no means of kwowing. 

The foregoing are a few of the almost innumerable 
: cases of oppression known to have occurred under the 
operation of that class of the laws of slaveholding 
| States, from which extracts have been given in this 
|report. Extracts from these of the other class, to 
| which reference was made, wilt now be given—begin- 











| ning with 


Georcia.—‘ All ships or vessels coming into any | 
port of this State by sea, from anr port or place in any | 
| other State, or any fereign country, having on board | 
any free negro or free person of color, employed as a | 
steward, mariner, or m any other capacity, or as a! 
passenger, shall be subject to quarantine for the Space | 
of forty days.’ 
| ‘Ifany free negro or person of color, so coming in | 
/the said ship or vessel, shall come om shore, or have 
| any communication with any person of color residing | 
jin this State, while the said ship or vessel shall be | 
| riding at quarantine as aforesaid, such negro or person | 
{of color shall be immediately apprehended, and com. 
| mitted to the common jail of the eounty where he 
| Shall be apprehended, &c. X&c., there to remain until 
| the said ship or vessel shali be actualy departing from 
| the waters of this State, or shall be hauled off from the 

wharf and ready to proceed to sea, or until he or she 
jshall be otherwise discharged by law.’—Laws of 
| Georgia, 1829, pp. 168-69. See also Prince’s Digest 
jot Laws of Georgia, pp. 802-3; and the Laws of 
| North Carolina, 1830, Chap. 30. 


‘ Any person who shall remove or carry, or cause to 
| be removed or carried away out of this State, or any 
} county thereof, any slave, being the property of another | 

person, without the consent of the owner, or other 
| person having authority to give such consent, and 
| without aay intention or design on the part of the of- 
fender, to sell or otherwise appropriate the said slave 
to his own use, or to deprive the owner of his property 
in said slave, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and } 
| be punished by fine, or imprisonment in the common 
jail of the county, or both, at the diseretion of the 
}court.’—Prince’s Digest of the Laws of Georgia, p. 
656. 

Soutn Carotma.—‘ From and after passing this act, 
it shall not be lawful for any free negro or person of 
color to migrate into this State, or be brought or intro- 
duced into its limits tnder apy pretext whatever, by 
land or by water, &c. &c. 

‘It shall not be lawfui for any free negro or person 
of color to come into this State on board of any vessel 
as a cook, steward, or mariner,.or any other employ- 
{ment on board of such vesse) ; and in case any vessel 
shall arrive m any port or harbor of this State, from 
any other State or foreign port, having on board any 
free negro or person: of color, employed on board such 
vessel as a cook, steward, or mariner, or im any other 
employment, it shall be the duty of the sheriff of the 
district in which such port or harbor is situated, im- 
mediately on the arrival of such. vessel, to apprehend 
such free negro or person of color so arriving contrary 
to this act, and to confine him closely im jail until such 
vessel shall be hauled off from the whart, and ready 
to proceed to sea; and that when said vessel is ready 
to sail, the captain of the said vessel shall be bound to 
carry away the said free negro or person of color, and 
to pay the expenses of his detention ; and in case such 
captain shall refuse or neglect to pay the said expenses, 
and to carry away the said free negro or person of 
color, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand 
dollars, and be liable to be indicted therefor, and also 
to suffer imprisonment for any term or time not ex- 
ceeding six months.’—Laws of South Carolina, 1823, 
Chap. 20. See also Revised Code of Mississippi, p. 
387. 


Virointa. ~‘ Whoever shall hereafter carry, or cause 
to be carried, any slave or slaves out of this Common. 
wealth, * * ® * without the eonsent of the 
owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or of the 
guardian of such owner or owners, if he, she or they 
be a minar or minors, and with intention to defraud or 
deprive such owner or owners of such slave or slaves, 
shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine not less than five 
hundred dollars, and shall. also be imprisoned in the 
jail or penitentiary house, for 2 period not less than 
two nor more than four years, whieh fine and impris- 
onment shall be fixed and ascertained by a jury. And 
the person offending herein shall moreover be subject- 
ed to pay to the owner or owners of the slave or slaves, 
carried away as aforesaid, double tle value of sach 
slave or slaves. 

And as doubts may arise, as to what shall be con- 
sidered such a carrying away or removal within the 
meaning of the last section; Be it frrther enacted, 
That not only all those who shall willingly and design- 
edly carry away slaves as aforesaid, but all masters of 
vessels, who, having a slave or slaves on board their 
vessels, shall sail beyond the hinits of any county, with 
such slave or slaves on board, shall be considered as 
carrying off or removing such slave or slaves within 
the trae intent and meaning thereef.’— Revised code of 
the Laws of Virginia, p. 428. 

Eortsrana.—‘ If any master or commander of any 


} 
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other person, shali carry anc convey ont of the same 
on board of any such ship, vessel, or other water-craft, 
any slave or slaves, the property of any person or per- 
sons of this State, without the consent of the owner or 
owners of the said slave or slaves previously obtained ; 
or shall take and recerve on board of any such ships, 
vessels, or other water-eraft, any such slave or slaves, 
or permit or suffer the same to be done, with the intent 
and for the purpose of carrying and conveying sitch 
slave or staves out of this State ; or shall wickedly and 
willingly conceal or permit to be concealed on board of 
any such ship, vessel, or other water-craft, any slave 
or slaves who shall or may hereafter abscond from 
their master or mistress, with the intent and for the 
purpose of enabling such slave or slaves to effect his 
or her escape out of this State, every such master or 
commander of any such ship, vessel, oF other water- 
craft, or any other person, so carrying and conveying, 
or so taking, receiving, and concealing, Or causing or 
permitting the same to be done with an intent as 
aforesaid, shall be subject to a criminal prosecution, 
and on conviction of any of the said offences, shall 
suffer imprisonment at hard labor for a term not ex- 
eceding seven years, and not less than three years, and 








moreover the said master or coramander, or any other! 
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person, shal} be sentenced to pay all the damages that 
the owner or owners of the said slave or slaves may 
have suffered thereby, whieh damages shail be assessed 
by the same jury who shall give thetr verdict on the 
criminal prosecation ; Provided, That whemever any 
slave or slaves shal? be found on board any shi ) Foxe 
sel, or other water-eraft, the presamption shall that 
such slave or slaves were rereived or coneealed on 
board said ship, vessel or other water-cmmft, with the 
intent aforesaid, saving to the party accused’the right 
of showing the contrary.’— Martin’s Digestof- the Laws 
of Louisiana, pp. 676, 678. 


Cases of oppression of free citizens of Massachusctts;. 
and of other free States, oecurring under the tio 
of this class of the laws of slaveholding Stared though 
generally somewhat less severe, are not less frequent,- 
than those which occur under the operation of the 


former class. The laws are rigidly enforced, their 
effect is therefore perpetually and severely boths 


by our colored citizens employed on board of vessels 
visiling the ports of southern States, and by the uncol- 
ored masters of such vessels. In pursuance of the 
plan adopted in the present report, a few of those facts 
of oppression will be now submitted. They are pre- 
sented, like the other facts which have been given in 
this report, as specimens. 

Several affidavits of colored citizens of New Bedford, 
in this State, who have suffered under the laws in 
question, were Jaid before your Committee. The fol 
lowing are copies of a couple of those affidavits : 

‘I, John Cory, a free born citizen of Massachusetts, 
a native of the town of Westport‘in this State, do de+ 
clare, that in the A. D. 1824, [ shipped; as steward! on 
board of sloop Redman, Peleg Crowel, master,for » 
trading voyage; that in course of said voyage the 
sloop aforesaid pat into Charleston, in the State of 
South Carolina; that as soon as we arrived at said 
Charleston, a couple of persons, caHing themselves 
officers, came on board, and demanded me of Captain 
Crowel for the purpose of putting me in jail. Captain 
remonstrated, offered to be my surety for good ‘behac 
viour, offered to prove my birth, but all was unavail- 
ing. I was taken from the sloop and shut ‘wp in a jail 
for the period of about sixteen days, when’ the sloop 
having got ready to sail, | was released and put om 
board. While I was imprisoned as aforesaid, seven 
others, colored like myself, were in prison. No offence 
was charged upon any of us. 
cessary for the security of their State, to: keep us im 
prison. JOHN CORY. 

‘ Bristol ss. New Bedford, January 31, 1839, 

Then personally appeared the above named John 
Cory, and ‘made oath before me, that the foregoing; 
statement by him subscribed is true. 

JOHN BURRAGE, 
Justice of the Peace. 

‘I, Richard Johnson, a free citizen of the State of 
Massachusetts, residing in New Bedford, aged sixty- 

four years, do declare, that I was in the aforesaid sloop 
Rodman with John Cory, and that his aforesaid state. 
ment is strictly true,—that I chartered said sloop for 
said voyage with said Captain Crowell, and as-J was 
not a‘ man before the mast, a steward, or cook, when 1 
was arrested with Cory for the purpose of being com- 
mitted to jail, the Captain represented to the magistrate 
before whom I was carried, that I was a part owneqy— 
whereupon I was ordered to leave the State forthwith, 
or go to jail with the steward. I chose the former, 
left immediately, and suffered a loss of near $500, by 
being thus forcibly taken from my sloop—and all be. 
cause I was guilty of a colored skin! 
RICHARD JOHNSON. 
‘ Bristol ss. New Bedford, January 31, 1839. 

Then the aforesaid Richard Johnson persenally ape 
peared and made oath to the truth of the foregoing 
Statement by him subseribed, before me. 

JOHN BURRAGE, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Mr. Johnson is well known im New Bedford, as a 
person of more than ordinary intelligence and respec- 
tability ; and he states, in a letter to the undersigned, 
enclosing the affidavits, which have just been read, 
that ‘others might be obtained on longer notice.’ In- 
deed, it is well known, that facts of this kind may be 
obtained from the captain ef every northern vessel, 
that has visited Charleston with colored persons. on. 
board. 

There resides, at this time, in Boston, a colored” 
man, by the name of George Tolliver, who has been 
incarcerated seven different times, on arriving at 
southern ports, as a seaman or steward, on board of. 
northern vessels. On one of these occasions, therer 
were confined in the same prison with him twenty five’ 
citizens of this State; on another, seventy-five, be- 

longing to different free States. This man, also, is- 
more than ordinarily inteHigent: and respectable ; and‘ 
he stated these facts ‘respecting himself, to the under- 
signed, on the 9th ult., before Samuel E. Sewall, Esq; 
of Boston. It was also stated by him, that when thus- 
imprisoned, he was denied a sufficiency of food, and 
compelled to perform various menial and disgusting~ 
offices in the prison ; though; at the same time, the- 
captain was obliged to pay a full, if not an exorbitant 
price for his board. Mr. Tolliver was, and 1s; prepared’ 
to furnish the names of a considerable number of free- 
men, who had been, like himself, imprisoned at the 
South, and under similnr circumstances. 

On the 11th ult. the ship- Chilo. arrived at Béston,. 
from Charleston, 8. C., with two colored men on board. 
The undersigned had an interview with the mate of 
that ship. The account given by that gentleman of the~ 
treatment of those colored persons By the authoripes of 
Charleston, during the two months the Chilo lay at: 
that port, corresponds in every essential particular with 
that given by Mr. Tolliver of himself; and confirms the 
truth of a remark made to the undersigned by another 
citizen of this State, who had, many years ago, experi- 
enced the same oppressive treatment, and im the same~ 
place, ‘that South Carolia is as strict as ever in the: 
enforcement of her safety laws, so called.’ The mate 
of the Chilo, as might be expected, complained strongly: 
of the law, on account of the severity of its operation 
upon masters and owners of vessels, whom it subjects 
to great perplexity and trouble, in addition to the heavy - 
expense it imposes, by depriving them of the services 
of their seamen, and compelling them to supply, as 
well as they may, the places of those: seamen, by the- 
temporary employment of other persons, 

The undersigned is not in possession of any certain 
knowledge on the sabjeet, but he has been given to un— 
derstand from various sources, that these ‘safety laws, 
so called,’ are not now, and have net been for some 
years past, attempted to be enforced in respect of Brit- 
ish vessels, visiting the ports of our southern States. 
This opinion derives confirmation from a statement re~ 
cently made to the undersigned by a member of the 
Suffolk bar. The statement was substantially this. 
Several years ago, he went, in one of our ships, to 
Charleston, S. €. On board the ship were two colored. 
persons. On arriving in port, they were boarded by 
an officer, who demanded of the captaim the delivery 
of such persons of eolor as he might have with him, 
that they might be taken ashore, and confined in prisom 
during the continuance of the ship in that port. One 
of those colored seamen was permitted by the officer to 
remain on board, on the ground, alledged by the cap- 
tain, of his being an Indian. The other, whose darker 
skin rendered his origin less dubious, was sent by the 
captain on board of a British vessel, then lying in.the 
harbor. And there, under the Red Cross of the Eng~ 
lish monarchy, he found that protection, which the 
zgis of his own American Eagle was not broad enough 
to extend to him. There has been, it is believed, =» 
instance of the enforcement of the laws in question, 
with regard to British subjects, since 1626. In that 
year, four colored persons were taken from on board a 
vessel of that nation, at the port of Charleston, S. C. 
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The event caused a deep sensation. And ‘old Eng- 
land,’ it is said, exhibited some tokens of a disposition 
to defend the honcr of her{nsulted fiag from any further 
and similar outrage that might be attempted upon it. 
The act was remonstrated against at Washington ; and 
if no definite action was there had on the subject, it is 
understood, that there has since been no enforcement 
of these ‘ safety laws’ against subjects of Great Britain. 

The severity with which this class of the laws of 
sinaveholdiny States operate on masters of vessels visit- 
ing the poris of such States, is scarcely less tolerable, 
than that which they visit upon our colored citizens 
employed on board of those vessels. The great incon- 
veniencts and burdensome expenditures to which those 
masters are subjected by the temporary imprisonment 
of their seamen when in southern ports, are by no 
means the least of the evils to which they are exposed 
by the operation of the laws in reference. They are 
exposed, under those laws, to the imposition of ex- 
penses still:more burdensome, in the shape of fines, and 
to be visited with ignominious punishment by the in- 
caferalion of their own persons. If a captain leave a 
somthem port dy ea port of Virginia, for example— 


! 


lave on béard his vessel. he ‘shall.’ in the lan- 


with as! 
guage of the statute of that State, already quoted in this 
report, ‘be adjudged guilty of felony, and upon convic- 
tion thereof, shall be punished by a fine not less than 
five hundred dollars, and shall also be imprisoned in 
the jail or penitentiary house, for a period not less than 
two nor more than four-years.’. And such,—according 
to a declaration of the same statute,—shall be the judg- 
ment, and such the penalty in every such case, though 
«the fact of there’being any such slave on board of said 
vessél, were proved to have been utterly unknown, 
‘both to the captain, and to every other soul belonging 
to the vessel! 

A captain of a vessel belonging to Fall River, in this 
State, was, together with his mate and crew, subjected 
to treatment most unjustifiable and cruel, at Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina, under a Jaw of that State, similar, 
though. perhaps not quite equal in severity, to this of 
Vircigia, Entirely without the knowledge of the cap- 
tain, the mate, or any of the crew, a slave had secreted 
‘himself on board his vessel. The slave was discovered 
in consequence solely of a suggestion made by the cap- 
tain himself, after those in search of him had given up 
the s@éarch, and were dbout to leave the vessel. Yet 
the captain, mate, and crew, were forthwith hurried to 
jail. The greatest indignity, violence of passion, and 
insult, were manifested towards the captain. He, hows 
ever, was bailed out; and a bond of indemnity having 
been given—for an action had been brought against 
him for the recovery of the fine of five hundred dollars 
-~he was permitted to leave the State, and prosecute 
his voyage. Afterwards, the mate, having procured 
bail, was ako delivered from prison. But some ten 
months elapsed, and the crew were sull in confinement 
exposed by their sitwation ‘vo great suffering. These 
facts in relation tothe Fall River vesse!, were testified 
to by Samuel Green, a cliizer of Massachusetts, before 
a Committee of this Legislature, in 1835. At the time 
of their oc¢urience, Mr.G. was at Wilmington. Some- 
time afterwards, his business required that he should 
again visit the place; but so much bitterness and ill 
wilt had yprung up there against him, en account of the 
friendly regard he had manifested for the imprisoned 
seamen of the aforesaid vessel, that he was urged by 
his friends not to udventure thither. 

newspaper, calied the ‘Wilmington Press,’and 
published at that place, in remarking on this affair of 
the Fall River vessel, just after it had taken place, 
employed the following language: * And all this 
trouble, cost, and distress, has been bronght about, 
for what? Nothing in the world but that strangers 
will be ineddling with our iunicipal laws, even to 
their infraction—iaws that in no way affect thei, 
neither in person or preperty, but which are essential 
to our seli-preservation. They will intermeddle, al- 
though they know, that to carry away a slave, inten- 
tionally, is death on the conviction ; and the command- 
ers of vessels will be careless and negligent, although 
they know ‘vat they are liable to a fine of $500, ifa 
slave is found on board, even without their knowledge. 
We would, in the spirit of sincere friendship, warn 
them that the laws will be enforced—as heart-rending 
as the ewent would de to all, the dreadfal penalty of 
the laws will be enferced, on the first conviction.’— 
Comment on such sentiments were superfluous 

Some of the laws belenging te the class under con- 

sileraon may affect our captains very wyuriously in 

her respect. Forexample : the law of South Car- 

12, Which a thorives the imprisonment of our color- 

ed moeriners during the contin aagnce in her ports of the 

tached, also provides, that 





vessels to whicn ¢! are 
if the captain of any such vessel should sail without 
taking en board those mariners, thas imprisoned, he 
shall himself suffer imprisonment, and pay a fine of 
one thousand tollars. 

In 1823, a petition, signed by captaim Jared Bunce, 
master of one of the packets plying between Philadel- 
phia and Charleston, and forty-one others, also cap- 
tains of American vessels, thea lying at the port of 
Charleston, was presented to’‘Congress. The petition 
affirmed this law of South Carolina to be contrary to 
the Constitution of these United States, and prayed 
Congress to adopt such meastres as would release 
them from the oppressive situation in which that faw 
had placed them. “What disposition was made of this 
petition, the undersigned has not learned. He would 
be glad, were be able io state, that it was regarded 
with as much favor, as the rainonstrance made at the 
same place, and againsi the samme law, by certain of 
the subjects of George IV. It may not be unimportant 
te add, that captain Bunce had, on one occasion, when 
two ‘free persons of eclor, and native citizens of the 
United States,” were taken from his vessel and im- 
prisoned, ‘appealed to a court of South Carolina for a 
habeas corpus, to inquire into the cause of the arrest 
and detention of’ those persons; that the said writ 
being allowed by the said court, and the sheriff hav- 
ang returned, that they had been arrested and impris- 
oned ‘under the before mentioned act of 1822, anda 
motion having been made for their discharge on the 
ground that the said-act was contrary to the Constita- 
tion of the'Tnited“Siates, and the court having deter- 
mined that‘the said act was not uncenstitational, the 
case in question was removed, by appeal, to the high- 
est tribunal of the state, where, after argument, the 
said court being divided in.cpinion, the case was sus- 
pended, and the prisoners were deprived of the relief 
for which they moved.’ 

In reference to the facts which have now been de- 
tailed, the undersigned would respectfully submit, if 
some action ought not to be taken by this Legislature. 
Does not Massachusetts owe it, alike to her citizens, 
and to her own dignity and honer, to utter her solemn 
protest against these laws .of -ber sister states, which 
rob se many of her.citizens of the ‘privileges and im- 
munities,” guaranteed to them by the Constitution of 
the United States? And is she not bound by the same 

ensons, to do what she mnay to protect those citizens 
enjoyment of their inalienable rights ? 

It has been seen, that, under the laws in question, 
citizens of Massachusetts, whose complexion chances 
to be less fair than that of the more fortunate race. 
going into those states for purposes of business. or 
happening to be driven thither by circumstances of un- 
avoidable adversity even, may, though guilty of no 
crime, nor aceused.of any, be arrested and imprisoned 
as runawey slaves, and, «af mnabie to prove their free- 
dom by the testimony of white mea, be sold into sia- 
very for life ; that citizens se arrested and imprisoned, 
should they suceeed in proving their freedom, would 
even then be doomed to the herrors of slavery, if not 
able to pay the expeuses imposed on them for jailers’ 
fees, board, and doctors’ attendance ; that this might 
happen to men oceupying che lofiiest stations of trust 

aod honor under the government of this Common- 
wealth—for here no legai obstacie, or, in the words of 
another report, lately presented to this House, ‘no re- 
siraint, save that of prejudice, prevents the man of 
color from seeking the highest honors ang holding the 
most elevated offices of cbureh OF state ;’ that those 
citizens, on visiting certain southern Ports &s seamen, 
are always incarcerated, and often subjected to great 
snffering, during the continuance in such ports of the 
vessels co which they belong-—besides being liable, 
should they chance to get left by their captains, to be 
sold into bondage; that, by this practice, the owners 
of such vessels are subjected to burdensome expenses, 
and the masters of them to great perplexity and trouble, 
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plan he would go as far as any man. This indefinite 
kind of jegisiation, which proposed nothing, 
complish nothing. He would be in favor of any rea- 
sonable definite action, but was 
of aeronee apt had 
to petition that Negroes, 
ice women, and induced the laties of Lynn 
to petition that they might marry these colored gen- 
tle 


men. 

Mr. Spofford said he was surprised to hear such doc- 
trines advanced on this floor. He shonld never be 
deterred from declaring and reiterating bis sentiments 
for fear of irritating the South. The South had agreed 
to and professed to glory in, a declaration, which pro- 
nounced ‘all men free and equal ;’ and now if they chose 
to be excited because we declared the same sentiment, 
It was well known to the world 
that our doctrine is, that all men have an equal right to 
the fruit of their own labor, that they are free and equal, 
and why need the South be irritated at this, when they 
had once assented to the principle / Let them come up to 
the principle of the declaration of independence, and 
then they would cease to be excited. 
that we had nothing to do with the subject of slavery. 
jthat it concerned only the states where it exists. If 
jsuch were the case, he should be willing that this leg- 
jislatare should be silent, but such was not the case. 
| The District of Colambia, over which ourown Congress 
held exclusive jurisdiction, was a great slave mart! 
Even the debates in the Legislature of this nation were 
disturbed by the clanking chains of the slave, as he 
was driven off from home and friends, to be sold at 
So outrageous was the Af- 
rican slave trade, that nearly ail civilized nations had 
concurred in declaring it piracy, but he seriously doubt- 
ed whether it was attended with so much mental suf- 
If the Africans ave as much 
improved as some have maintained by living in this 
civilized and christian land, in the same proportion were 
their sensibilities increased, and also their suffering, 
) when husbands and wives were separated, and children 
torn from their parents to be carried or driven into 
| hopeless distant bondage. 
We are told that the South were formerly talking of 


as also to heavy fines 
means they should leave pert without their imprisoned 
seamen ; and that the captains of all our vessels visit- 
ing southern states, whether there be or be not colored 
persons belonging on board, are exposed to the loss of 
their property, and to the ignominy of incarceration, 
if a sTave secrete himself on board one of their vessels, 
though he do so without the knowledge of the master, 
or of any of the crew. 
“If a tithe of this injustice were inflicted upon our 
citizens by a foreign people, Massachusetts would be 
shaken from the centre to the circumference. 
must she quietly endure it all, merely because it 
chances to be done by herown sister states? Should 
she not, will she not, at least, lift up her voice against 
And willshe not, also, do what she may to protect 
and preserve the personal Jiberty of her citizens, how- 
lever humble, even, may be the condition of those citi- 
In the judgment of the undersigned, there can, | 
there will, be but one answer to these interrogatories, by 
jallwho reverence and honor the state of their nativity, 
and cherish a fitting regard for the sacred rights of her 
He therefore, with entire confidence, offers 
for the adoption of the Legislature, the accompanying 
| preamble and resolves. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE BRADBURN. 


and which led men 
and Hotentots, might 


let them be irritated. 








Mobile or New Orleans. 


laws of slaveholding States, which 
afiect the rights of ciuzens of Massachusetts. 


Touching certain : , 
> fering as the domestic. 


Whereas, under the laws of several states in this 
Union, a part of the citizens of this Commonwealth, 
visiting those states for purpeses of business, and oth- 
ers driven thither by misfortune, may be, and, in point 
\of faet, often have been,and do still continue to be, 
though entirely guiltless of crime, incarcerated in pris | 
ons, subjected to onerous fines. and in many instances | getting rid of slavery, but what did that tslk amount 
sold into temporary, and not seldom inte perpetual sla- 





While they were talking, it had increased from 
| 600,000 up to 2,800,000; when would their spontaneous 
| action end slavery at that rate? 

We are told about tke loss of property which the 
| slaveholder will suffer if the slaves are hberated, but 
for his part he acknowledged no such property. 
| ro-|was more absurd than to hold that ose man had a 
| test against the laws in question, as a direct invasion | right to buy and sell and use another, merely because 
of the sacred rights of citizens of this Commonwealth, | there is a little difference in the color of his skin? and 
as palpably contrary to both the letter and the spirit of | often not even that? Thousands of slaves in the Uni- 
the Constitution of these United States, and as in utier | ted States were as white as their masters—or as white 
derogation of that great principle of the common law, 
which presumes every man to be Innocent, and treats 
him as such, until he be proved guilty. 


Resolved, That this Legislature deem it a para- 
mount duty of the state, to protect its citizens in the 
enjoyment and exercise of 
virtue of their citizenship, they are entitled, 

2. Resolved, That this Legislature do solemnly pro- 





the rights, to which, by 


Mr. Spofford said he would be as liberal as the gen- 
tleman from Plymouth in raising funds, but as to the 
3. Resolved, That this Legislature, not willing that} distribution of them, he should pay them over to the 
} So important a matter as the liberty of a citizen of Mas-/ liberated slave, who had labored until he was forty, 
sachusetts should depend ou the precarious bounty of | fifty or sixty years old, without wages—instead of pay- 
individual benevolence, do hereby authorize His Excel-| ing it to the master who had had ail the profit of this 
lency the Governor, whenever it shall be made to ap- ljabor for nothing. 
pear to His Exeellency’s satisfaction, that a citizen of | 
this Commonwealth is imprisoned on suspicion of be-| and wants to know what wouki become of them when 
ing a slave, to employ, at the public expense, a suita- | they were let loose. Why, they must work for their liv. 
ble person as agent, whose duty it shall be, to procure|ing hke other men. T i 
the requisite proefs in the case, to proceed, if necessary, | and the blacks will want employment ; what then is the 
to the state where the individual is so imprisoned, to | difficulty ? 1 
lay the matter before the proper authorities, and, hav-| from law, not from all proper civil restraint, but only 
ing obtained the release of the said individual, to! from the irresistible and irresponsible control of one in- 
bring, or cause him to be brought, to a place of safety ; | dividual to the will of another j adividual. 
and that His Excellency be hereby empowered to draw 
on the treasury of this Commonwealth tor the expendi-} sense of the word ; he had entered in no society or par- 
; ty ; he was answerable for no man or body o: men on 
1. Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be | this subject; he acted for hiraself, and as the agent of 
those he represented, and as such he utterly repudiated 
the idea of fearing or forbearing to reiterate our own 
Union, and to each of our Senators and Representa-| sentiments, and the principles on which we ourselves 
jhave acted for forty years, for fear of irritating the 


The gentleman speaks of letting the slaves all loose, 


The whites will want laborers, 


What are they to be let loose from? 


Mr. Spoflord was no abolitionist in the technical 
tures of such agency and procedure. 


requested to transmit copies of this report and these re- 
solves to the Executives of the several states of this 


tives in the 26th Congress of the United States. 


He wished the report of the committee on domestic 
slavery might be laid on the table at present or recom- 
mitted for amendment. 
wholly on the amendments proposed by Mr. Goodrich, 
and the question on the report had come ap suddenly 
Merabers of the Senate were unpre- 
With most of thc conclusions to which 
; the committee had come, he fully accorded, but it con- 
to which he could not agree, 
jand he should therefore., if the question was then taken, 
/ vote against the reception of the report. 

Some further debate took place, in which Messrs 


[Reported for the Atlas.] 
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discussion had been 





REPORT CONCERNING SLAVERY. 
| The report and resolves caycerning domestc slavery, 
were taken up on motion of Mr. Filley 
‘the motion being to recommit the report with in- 
{structions to report the resolves, effered a day or two 
| since by Mr. Goodrich. 
Mr. Filley had no particular objection to the resolves. | 
no distinct ‘action should be | pr 
because the ground new anaintained had been | 
jinlly taken by the Legislature heretofore. 
fon to compare the report and the resolutions, to show 
} that in all their material declarations, the report and | 
|} resolutions were correspondent; that they did not dif- | 


\tained several sentences 


The committee thoug F 
. might ench, participatecs. 


Mr. Quincy then moved the previous question, with 
a view to have the question taken iminediately on the 
loption of the report. 
Upon the suggestion of Mr. Goodrich, that the pre- 
| Vious question, .f sustained, would cut off discussion 
and amendment of the report, 

Mr. Quincey withdrew the motion. 

The questidn was then taken on the motion to re- 
commit, and clecided in the negative—Yeas 7, Nays 20. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 


| fer ; and, as the only object was to express the opinion | 
| of the State, it could be accomplished as well by adopt- 
| ing the report, as by the passage of the resolutions 
Mr. Goodrich amended the third resolution, by an 
alteration of the phraseology, not materially affecting 





Mr. Willard expressed his satisfaction with the re- 
which contained an expression of opinion upon } 
}all the points stated in the resolutions ; and he could 
j not see the necessity of summing up the matter in res- 
; clutions by a mere repetition, especially as the Legis- 
| lature had already passed resolutions embracing nearly 
No distinct action was proposed by | 
| the resolves, and the adoption of the report would «x- 
press the opinion of the Legislature upan the subject as 
and he went into a compari- 
| son to show, that the report, in some respects, was so 
| framed as better to express that opinion, than would 
| be done by the resolves. 


port. 
. Spof¥ord moved to lay the report on the table— 


The qgestion on the adoption of the report was 
| then takesz, and decided in the affirmative—-Yeas 
So the report was adopted. 





| the whole subject. 


ANTI-SLAVERY. 








serenely: mathe tencivans NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 
LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF ABOLITION. 

The judiciary committee of the Assembly, to whom 
the anti-slavery petitions were referred, set apart Wed- 
aesday and Thursday evenings of this week, to hear 
the counsel on behalf of the petitions in relation to the 
several topics embraced on their petitions. 
tice was accordingly given and the committee met in 
the assembly cham'ver of the capitol at 7 o'clock on 
each of said evenin gs, a large audience having in the 
mean time assembled, a large number of the members 
being in their seats, while the spectators filled those of 
absent ones as well as lobby and galleries ; of those in 
the latter place, many were ladies. 

Alvan Stewart, Esq. occupied the first evening in an 
able speech of near two hours length, setting forth the 
power of Congress over slavery in the District, the 
fallacy of implied faith to maintain slavery there, the 
odiousness of slavery and the s!ave trade in our nation’s 
capitol—where, if in the whole wide universe, there 
ought to be a spot sacred to jiberty, it should be there. 
He adverted also to the right of petition in contradis- 
tinction to the celebrated report of Col. Young in the 
State senate, twenty times the usual number of which 
had been printed and sent forth to the citizens of the 
empire State, to pui an end to abolition agitation ! 

On this part of the subject Mr. S. alluded to the fact, 
that while the slave side of the question received all 
attention and deference in Congress, in both houses, 
the abolition side must be put down by all manner of 
stratagem, outraging all detency and the Constitution 
to boot—and not content with that alone, not content 
with thrusting our petitions unread, unheard, unrefer- 
red or unprinted upon the table, and thence to the 
grave of oblivion, they next required of us to become 
their shepherds—nay, their shepherd's dogs, to bark 
back their runaway slaves! ! 

The second evening, William L. Chaplin, Esq. first 
took the floor; and after briefly describing some of 
the characteristics of slavery, particularly in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, he presented some of the most popu- 
lar objections to the anti-slavery measures, and then 
advocated their justness and propriety in his usual 
animated style, in a speech of one hour and a half. 

Mr. C. brought up one fact, which was new, no 
doubt, to many present, and will be to yeur readers, 
and that was, that General King, of Alabama, that 
great southern nabob and patriarch, owns fifteen hun- 
Think of that, reader, fifteen hundred 
human bodies and souls having no ill of their own— 
subject entirely to the will of one mon! mere ‘ goods 
and chattels to all inients, purposes and constructions 
whatever, in his hands—prece and parcel in the same 


He was satisfied that the 
| report covered the whole ground, and he did not wish 
to go any further into the subject. 

Mr. Goodrich said he should not have thought .it 
worth while to move in the matter, had it not been for 
the reasons that he expressed the other day: and for 
another reason, that there were a great many petitions 
spontaneously, without concert, 
which demanded a distinet and clear expression which 
could not be misunderstood.—."Je reverted ‘to the his- 
tory of the formation and adoption of the constitution, 
and contended that the tramers of that instrument from 
the slave States, themsleves, looked to’a ‘provision of 
the constitation, far the ultimate destruction of slavery. 
Their morals were of such a high character, that they 
declared slavery to be a moral and political evil, and 
looked to and hoped for its destruction. 
paring that state of feeling with the present, he said 
the members froan the slave States held that slavery 
was @ proper institution, upon which Almighty God 
would look down with approbation ; and that from the 
first to this time, political etfurts had been made to per- 
petuate slavery, and to get the control of the General 
It had come at last to this, 
the Presidents sanction slavery, the mails are closed 
against those who remonstrate against it, the press is 
muzzied, and the-halls of Congress are made the shrine | 
for the protection of slavery. 
beeause the citizens of the tree States had been recreant 
Under this state of things he was unwil- 
ling to be silent, and hoped the Legislature would speak 
in the distinct dorm of resolutions. 

Mr. Whitmarsh did not see much difference between 
the resulutions and the report. 
to instruct our Senators and advise our Representatives 
The petitions asked for that instruction ; 
and as this was a new Legislature, which had not act- 
and as the next Congress, to which the resolutions 
must be presenied, would be a new Congress, he thought 
if proper that such resolutions should be passed. 
|W. then went at length into a consideration of the sub 
He hoped the report would be recom- 
mutied and without imstructions. 

Mr. Quincy thought, if the report was to be re-com- 
mitted, it should be without instructions, leaving the 
commmittee unirammelied, so that they could report such 
resvluuons as they may. think proper. 
ihe resolutions reported would be similar to those of- 
fered, and they might be amended or altered in sume 
| objectionable passages. 

Mr. Goodrich said he proposed the resolutions after 
a conference with the chairman of the committee, who} lot with horses and cotton bales !! 
desired that if the report should be recommitted, some | the District of Columbia from his own knowledge and 
specific resolves with instructions, might be offered. cbservation—said ‘it is the Guinea coast of America’ 
He called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. |—doubts whether any ten miles square in the U. 8. 

Mr. Ashmun expressed hi» satisfaction with the re- | presents as much suffering and distress, as many of 
‘vould not be embarrassed | the horrors of slavery, and as much crying and tears 
with any long discussion upon resolves, which propos- | —there black men and white men, and black and 


evidently coming u 





Government to that end. 


This had arisen, he said, 


He-wanted resolutions 





























From the Hampshire Gazette, 
MR. CLAY’S SPEECH. 


I was glad to see in your paper Mr. Clay's =. 
on the slavery coaptiin: e Orator of the West, 
himself a slaveholder and President of the Celoniza- 
tion Society, must be su capable of giving the 
strong arguments, if any there are, against abolishing 
slavery and the slave trade by action of Congress in 
those cases in which Congress is asked to doit. I beg 
leave to very briefly examine his leading positions, 
The Constitution gives Congress power to legislate 
in all cases whatsoever, for the District of Colombia. 
Still Mr. Clay thinks it cannot legislate on the subject 
of slavery, because he thinks Maryland and Virginia 
did not expect it would, when the district was ceded. 
Legislation would be a breach of faith. At best the 
faith is merely implied. And the doctrine of soathern 
politicians is, the Constitution must not be construed. 
Obey it, say they, to the letter. What says Mr. Clay 


to liberty? Was this no pledge that the poor black 
man should taste the liberty he was entitled to? And 
how did Mr, Clay redeem that pledge, when, in 1520, 
he, then speaker in Congress, carried by management 
a bill establishing slavery in Missouri? 

The Constitution gives Congress power to regulate 
commerce between the States. Mr. Clay says Con- 
gress has no power from the Constitution to abolish 
the commerce in slaves between the States. Surely 
the wise and learned framers of our Constitution made 


be their interpreter. 
Mr. Clay next speaks of the cruelty of one State 


the whole civilized world,’ and says it has no more 
right todo it than one nation to do it to another. 
Does he remember that in 1824, be besought Congress 
jto take part with the oppressed and enslaved 
Greeks, against their oppressors, the Turks, and that 
he then spoke in no measured terms of the meanness 


under far worse than Turkish slavery! 


ary dogma, which holds that slaves are not the sub- 
ject of property.’ But they are. ‘That is property 
which the law declares to be property.’ If Mr. Clay 


tolerate slavery, and the legislature of the State should 
by law declare Henry Clay to be the property of Isaac 
Hill, he would become such by his own showing, es- 





in a year or two, or task him more lightly, and let 


| him hold out the longer, for he is his rrorerty, de- 
|clared su by the law. And who would rob a man of} 


| his property ? 


| Mr. Clay ought to read the sentiments of Blackstone, 
| Mansfield, and Brougham, those great masters of the 
English law, and whose commentaries and decisions 
form a great part of the common jaw of our own 
country. He would learn from therm that laws con- 
flicting with the eternal and immutable principles of | 
justice are no laws, and entitied to no respect. This ATHERTON’S GAG. 

question of property, by the way, is the line of division} «New Hamrsuire. Returns from all quarters of the 
between the abolitionists and colonizationists. The | State, exhibit a great nett gain in favcr of democracy, 
one society declares the slave to be the bona fide prop-} and renders it certain that our average majority there 
erty of the master. The other takes the high and | will range from four to five thousand ! Keene—Wilson’s 
noble ground, that every man is the owner of his own | town—gave a democratic nett gain of 53.—The effort 
limbs, his own powers of body and of mind. The}to lessen Mr. Atherton’s vote, in consequence of the 


whole Christian and civilized world is fast yielding as 





to the act of the Congress of 1776, who, appealing to 
Heaven, declared all men born free and equal and entitled 


sirange use of the King’s English, if Henry Clay is to 


blaming the institutions of another, especially of ‘ hold- 
ing them up to the scorn, contempt, and detestation Of | effect? 


and cruelty of Turkish slavery? What if the now en- 
franchised children of Leonidas should send over to 
our western world their sympathy for a race groaing 


The speaker then calculates the value of the slaves 
in dollars, and makes them at the lowest estimate worth 
$12,000,000. ‘He knows,’ he says, ‘there is a vision- 


should journey some summer to the White Mountains 
of the Granite State, and the good people of New 
Hampshire should so amend their Constitution as to why the request to the American Society to permit 


pecially if Isaac should buy him and pay $400 for him 
to some one, who should seize him and sell him for 
that money, full as much as he would be worth for a 
slave. He might sigh to go back tothe wife and 
children he left at Ashland, but he would have no right 
to go. Stay he must, and his master would have a 
perfect right to task him severely, and wear him out 


PERTINENT INQUIRIES. 
{From the Taunton Whig.] 

To Rev. S. Horxtns Emery : 

_ Six—InJooking into the Liberator of the Sth inst. 1 
find an account of the doings of the Board of Manavers 
of the Bristol County Anti-Slavery Society, at their 
meeting held at Taunton, Feb. 18, 1539, in which I 
tead the following resolutions : 

‘Ist. Resolved, That the Board deem it essential to 
the interests of the anti-slavery cause in the County of 
Bristol, to assume the entire control, management and 
oversight of it themselves; reserving to the Board the 
appointment and control of agents, the establishment 
ot libraries, the making of pledges and coliecting of 
funds, and transacting of all other business relating 
thereto within the County. 

2. * Resolved, That this Board invite the Executive 
Commitice of the American Anti-Slavery Society to 
permit Rev. Alanson St. Clair as lecturer, and Mr. 
pGader H. Durfee as collector, to travel, lecture and 
| collect funds through the County of Bristol, under the 
\direction of this Board, towards redeeming the pledge 
given to said Socie:y by the Board of Managers of the 
Massachusetts Anti Slavery Society for the year end- 
ing May, 1539. 

And in the report of the doings of the Bristol County 
Anti-Slavery Society, at their adjourned meeting held 
in Assonet, October 30, 1838, I read as follows. On mo- 
uon of Mr. G. H. Durfee— 

‘ Resolved, That this Society make an effort to raise 
the sum of one thousand dollars in the several towns 
in this County, to be paid over to the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society. 
~ © Voted, That G. H. Durfee, S. H. Emery, and John 
Bailey, be a Committee to carry this resolution into 


In comparing the two documents, Iam unable to ac- 
count for the extraordinary doings of your Board, at 
their late meeting, (which consisted of only seven- 
twentieths of said Board,) and as you are the official 
organ of the same, I would respectfully request you to 
answer the following interrogations, hoping thereby to 
cbtain some light on this dark subject : 

1st. How much money has the Bristol County Soci- 
ety collected and paid over to the Massachuserts Anti- 
Slavery Society towards redeeming their pledge? 

2d. Did you not make a pledge of fifty dollars to be 
paid by the Taunton Anti-Slavery Society towards the 
above object, and how much of that has been paid ? 

3d. Have the Committee of the County Society fatl- 
ed to do their duty? 

4th. Is the Bristol County Anti-Slavery Society aux- 
iliary to the American Anti-Slavery Society? If so, 
why the pledge to the Massachusetts Society ?—if not, 


| Alanson St. Clair to lecture in Bristol County? Was 
{he not appointed by the Massachusetts Society for the 
same purpose ? 

5th. Was not G. H. Durfee appointed by the Bristo] 
County Socieiy to collect funds? If so, why ask per- 
mission of the American Society ? 

6th. Is it an Anti-Slavery movement for one third 
of the Board to assume the entire control of the Society 
to which they belong, and in what way will it be for 
the interest of the cause ¢ 

7th. What has the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery So- 
(ciety done to forfeit your confidence—and what has it 
| not done, that was in its pewer tu do, towards redeem- 
| ing the pledge made to the American Society ? 
I would earnestly solicit an answer to the above, be- 
| fore our next meeting. 
Yours, for justice and humanity, 


Taunton, March 18, 1539. ELIJAH BIRD. 





} manly stand he took in Congress relative to the aboli- 


sent to the latter doctrine. This doctrine will, ere | tion question, has resulted in securing his re-election 


jlong, break the chains of every slave. The mere} by an increased majority. This is an indication of the 
colonizing a few thousand free people in twenty years, | feeling of Northern Democracy on this subject, which 
while one and a half millions are born slaves, or} whig sophistry cannot pervert. We call the attention 


} 


sels and efforts of the friends of hamanity. 


father of colored children. 


is such a thing as tempting as well as trusting Provi- 
dence. 


cause of civilization, religion and free institutions, 


men write and speak, when advocating a bad cause 
A WHIG 


The editor of the Michigan Observer, in reviewing 
the great speech of the boasted orator of the West, 
makes the following excellent remarks : 


We beg leave to say, with all due deference to those 
who base the claims of Henry Clay to the considera- 
tion of posterity upon this effort, that in our humble 
opinion, it is an effort which will contribute more to 
his immortality by means of the odium which it will 
atiach to bis name, than by any display of comprehen 
sive and statesman-like views to be found in the 
speech. Indeed, so far is it from coming up to the 
common level of parliamentary effort, in sound argu- 
mentation and glowing clequence, that it takes rank 
with the effusions of a common, third-rate politician. 
itis almost entitely made up of objections and state- 
ments, the sophistry and falsity of which have been a 
thousand times exposed in the anti-slavery publica- 
tions of the day, and he would have been ashamed.to 
repeat them, had he read these triumphant exposures. 
We are much mistaken, if this lauded speech does not 
contribute more to swell the tide of public sentiment 
against slavery, than any effurt which has been made 
in along time. Indeed, we are informed that sensible 
men in this city, who had no special anti-slavery pre- 
dilections, and men belonging to the Whig party tvo, 
are disgusied with the sentiments of the speech. It is 
undersiood on all hands, we believe, that the single 
object of its author was to win golden opinions at the 
south, as the means of his elevation to the Presidency. 
Infatuated man! He has sealed his own fate, so far 
as that matter is concerned. 

One thing is very remarkable, and that is, the won 
derful obtaseness of moral feeling which runs through 
the whole speech. His own language in a single in- 
stance, may, with very little variation, be retorted 
upon him, with singular propriety. When he says, 
that ‘with the abolitionists the rights of property are 
nothing, the deficiency of the powers of the General 
government is nothing, the acknowledged and incon- 
testible powers of the States are nothing, civil war, a 
dissolution of the Union, and the overthrow of a Gov- 
ernment in which are concentrated the fondest hopes 
of the civilized world, are nothing ’—with how much 
propriety may it be retorted upon him, that with him 
right and wrong are nothing, the claims of justice are 
nothing, the inalienable rights of men and women, as 
immortal as himself, are nothing, the tearing and rend- 
ing of family ties are nothing, the whip-extorted tears | 
and groans of the poor victims of slavery, and all the 





ed no definite action, and te which many members| white women of mind and intelligence, are in the cot- 
,; Would wish to propose amendments. He was in favor | fle-gangs, on board the slave ships, in the jaiis and up- 
He moy-! on the market shambles of the District, offered for sale 
Now no true American can but 
| blush with shame when he knows and reflects upon 


, of coming to a vote upen the report at onee. 
' ed a division of the question, so as totake the vote upon; almost every day! 
| the motion to recom:it. 

| Mr. Meigs, was opposed to this kind of action. 
thought that the people of the free states were not ta- | 
He doubted whether the deciara- ; forty minutes. 
tion of the resolves that the constitution cannot be under- | most effective speech would do it such manifest injus~ 
stood to authorize slavery, was strictly true, because the | tice, that I shali not attempt the task. 
constitution did recognize this kind of population, and | undoubtedly furnish the press with it, as well as that 
levery slave was considered by that document as one on the preceding evening. , i 
fifth of a white man in political power. He was op-!| ence hung upon bis lips, enchained by his powerful elo- 
posed to slavery, and considered it a great evil, and | quence and a 3 
would go as far as any man to rid the nation of it.) less silence, till eleven o'clock. 
He would not object to create a national debt to pay | : ; 
the citizens of the Southern States for their property |help reflecting upon the mighty difference between the 
and emancipate the s!aves. This would be equitable, 
ant ought to be done so soon as it could be with their 


| devised, are nothing. No; he can prate, in cold 


Mr. Stewart followed in a speech of one hour and 


king a right course. Any effort to give correct ideas of ths 


Suffice it to say, the audi- 
damantine arguments, in almost breath- 
During the evenings of the discussion, one could not 


grave and fixed attention of senators and representa~ 

tives in the empire State, during an anti-slavery de- 

bate, and the miserable anti-republican rows and 

brawls enacted by similar dignataries in the national 
dee ‘ 


d 
strates on the one hand, the light.of abolition through 
the influence of truth ; and on the other hand, its 
shade through the influence of tie dark workings of 
the demon spirit of slavery. So we go—thus abolition 


is dying away! 
Alheny, ‘March, 15. 1839. 
The Patriot trials at Kingston, U. C. of the deluded 


men who went over to Windmill Point, have terminat- 
ed. Of 154 persons taken, 26 have been executed, 5 


The course of compulsion hitherto pursued,he thought 
was wrong, and had thrown the emancipation of slaves 
s. Moral suasion, he thought, with concilia- 
tory argument, would lead the slaveholders to think, 
and that would bring them to a just consideration of 
their own interests, which were opposed to slavery ; 
and would finally lead to emancipation. The 
course he did net believe would lead to a good 
It aggravated the South and rendered them obstinate 
in the maintenance of their rights. 
which would define a plan 
» and for some em 
ves after they should 








E. W. Goorwx, 





bill mera. betting on elections by penalty not ex- 
pardoned, 4 acquitt i 

















and one hundred and fifty re- I 
be devised, he thought, and for. such a/ main under sentence of death. exceed thirty days. 


horrors of one of the most abominable systems of in- 
iquity, which the depravity of the human heart ever 


blood, of there being twelve hundred milliohs worth of 
human beings in Southern Slavery, and then taunt 
the abolitionists with their inability to raise such a 
sum for their redemption. Unfeeling man! 

There is one passage, towards the close of the 
speech, which we read with strange sensations. Af- 
ter portraying the horrors of war, which he imagined 
would be consequent upon thus arraying the North 
against the South, if this excitement was not stopped, 
he forewarns the people of the North, that though 
they may have a numerical superiority, he had Sem 
ture for saying, that ‘the race was net to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong’—which is as much as to 
say, ‘ The Lord of Sabaoth, into whose ears have en- 
tered the cries of them which have reaped down our 
fields, and whose hire we have kept back by fraud, 
and who has styled himself ‘the avenger of the op- 
pressed,’ will stretch out his arm for our deliverance. 
Monstrous impiety! to say nothing of the silly idea, 
that the effeminate whites of the South, with an en- 
emy in their midst, which would be more than a 
match for them, if once aroused, can cope with the 
hard-handed freemen of the North—should the events 
which hauntthe distempered imagination of this great 
man ever come to pass. 





The Illinois House of Representatives has passed a 
ng one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not to 


So foolishly and so contradictory, will even great 


bronght as slaves into our country, is found too trivial | of our southern friends to it.’—Boston Post. 
and feeble a project to distract much lorger the coun-| The impression conveyed by the above remarks from 


| the editor of the Post, is, that Mr. Atherton, ‘in conse- 


Mr. Clay declares the abolitionists to be friends of | quence of the manly stand (!!!) he took in Congress 
amalgamation ; although he says ‘he has heard of} relative to the Abolition Question,’ received an increas- 
none of them furnishing in their own persons or fam-|ed vote. The reverse of thisistrue. The New Hamp- 
ilies examples of intermarriage.’ When he said this, | shire Patriot thinks he will not fall short of the others 
be was addressing the Vice President of the United |‘ more than two or three hundred votes.’ From the 
States and President of the Senate, a slaveholder, the | few votes we have seen appended to the members of 
acknowledged paramour of a black woman, and the Congress, severally, we presume he will fall short of 


the ethers twice that number. But the vote is not the 


‘The orator, with great resignation says, leave sla- | measure of personal popularity, where a large list 
very to Providence. The same Providence which )of names are put up tegether. Many will carry a 
has preserved us from suffering any evils from the } whole ticket, reluctantly, rather than take the pains to 
system, will preserve eur posterity. Why not leave | erase or disfigure a ticket. If Atherton is re-elected 
the Bank, the Tariff, the Sub-Treasury system, and | at all, it is a melancholy proof of the fearful extent to 
the North-Eastern Boundary to Providence? There | Which party spirit may be carried. Time has been, 


;and that not long since, when a tithe of the offence 
} against liberty and justice, which Atherton committed, 


{ In closing, Mr. Clay, as many others do, declares! would consign any statesman to oblivion, and render 
‘himself ‘no friend of slavery.’ This comes with a/his name infamous. The name of doughface would be 
| bad grace from the holder, I will not say owner of fifty {too soft a term to apply to the man, who had dared in 
slaves, and the founder of the slave system in the new jour National Councils to propose by a single blow to 
but great State of Missouri. When he fought with | destroy the right of petition, andthe freedom of debate. 
Rando!ph, he avowed himself an enemy of duelling. | 
In a published address, which Mr. Clay delivered some ; but men of discernmenment and patriotism will view 
eight years since before the Colonization Society of }the act with horror and disgust—with horror on ac- 
Kentucky, speaking of the free people of color, he | count of its deep and reckless depravity—with disgust, 
said, ‘of all classes of our popuiation, they are the | on account of its mean servility to the spirit of slavery 
most vicious and contaminated themselves, and they 
extend their vices to all around them.‘ Speaking of | derer to the South, no one is shallow enough to doubt. 
them in another part of the same address as on their| This surrendering of the dearest mghts of the North 
way to Africa, he says, ‘every one of them is a mis-/in purchase of southern votes, is now carried on upon 
sionary, carrying with him credentials in the holy 


The editor of the Post may call this a ‘ manly stand,’ 


| That Atherton acted as traitor to the North, and pan- 


an extensive scale, and the editor of the Post only acts 
a subordinate part, and shows his allegiance to his 
masters, when he ‘calls the attention of his southern 
friends * to the complacency with which the act of gag- 
ging the freedom of debate is viewed at the North.— 
Lynn Record. 





Wituiam Lixconn, a representative in our Legislature 
from Worcester, and a brother of our late Governor, 
has recently brought in a long rigmarole report upon 
petitions for ‘abolishing all laws making a distinction 
among citizens on account of color,’ in which he labors 
hard, as usual, to be witty; but has only succeeded in 
rendering himself consummately ridiculous. A greater 
piece of nonsense we have never seen strung together 
in shape of a report. Billy's ebject seems to have been 
three-fold. First, by a hard strain at wit, to gain to 
himself popular applause. Secondly, to ridicule ladies 
generally, but particularly the ladies of Lynn, Brook- 
field, Dorchester and Plymouth, who had signed the 
petitions. Thirdly, to deter all people in future from 
an attempt to remove from the statute books an old, 
barbarous, and disgraceful law, founded on the preju- 
dices of the dark ages, by which the white people are 
more disgraced than the black. ° 

Billy may succeed for aught we know, as an Anti- 
quarian, perhaps as a writer of pretty verses ; but as a 
legislator, if his report be‘a fair specimen, he will never 
shine. And we think Jr. Speaker Winthrop has not 
exalted himself, as a man of judgment, by placing him 
on the Judiciary Committee. On a committee of swine, 
a place which has often been assigned to him at the 
annual Cattle Shows, he would be much more at home. 
— Lynn Record. 








TO ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETIES. 

A specimen number of the ‘Cradle of Liberty’ was 
published on Tuesday. {t will be our object, in se- 
lectng maiter for it, to adapt it for general circulation 
among those who NEED LIGHT in relation to the 








principles and measures of abolitionists; and hence we 
must rely for support chiefly upon societies and indi- 
viduals, who can take large quantities for GRATUI- 
TOUS DISTRIBUTION in their respective towns. 
In order to render the paper more valuable for this par- 
pose, we shall re-publish, from time to time, GOOD- 
ELL’S ANTI-SSLAVERY LECTURES. These lec- 
tures will embrace a connected discussion of the great 
question of slavery in all its most important aspects— 
an analysis of the grand editice of abolition, from its 
cofner stone to its pinnacle. The lectures are published 
monthly, in newspaper form, by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the New-York State Anti-Slavery Society. 
So important are they considered by the abolitionists 
of that State, that THIRTY THOUSAND copies have 
been subscribed for, and the list constantly increasing, 
They ought to be scattered like the leaves of the forest 
all over our ancient Commonwealth. IT CAN BE 
DONE. Abolitionists of Massachusetts! we call upon 
you to do the work. Let meetings be called FORTH- 
WITH in every town, and money raised sufficient to 
supply every family, that will receive it, with a copy. 
y this means the public sentiment of the State may 
be enlightened, regenerated and purified ina single 
year; and this, too, at an expense which hardly de; 
serves to be taken into account. It will be good econ- 
omy to expend money for this object. It will be like 
sowing seed in a luxuriant soil, to spring up and bring 
forth fruit abundantly. So far from crippling our 
means of advancing the cause in other ways, the meas- 
ure we propose will greatly enhance those means by 
raising up new contributors from among those now op- 


posed or indifferent to our object. Let us then take 


hold of this work with a zeal worthy of so noble an en- 
terprise, and with a fixed determination that no efforts 


of ours shall be wanting to accomplish it. There 
ought to be TEN THOUSAND copies of the ‘Cradle’ 


taken for gratuitous circulation by the abolitionists of 





this State. They can do it, if they will. I. 













GREAT ANTI-COLONIZATIQ 
NE W-BEDForp. 
Agreeably to previovs notice 
ored citizens of New-Bedforg Ww 
Christian church, on Tuesday 
The meeting was organized by @ 
Perry Chairman, and Narnay; 
tary. William P. Powel), chair , 
appointed to draft resolutions 
meeting, reported the following ; 
Whereas, ‘we hold ¢ 
that ALL MEN are cre 
dowed by their Creator wi 
that among these are |ife, j; 
jhappiness.’ And whereas, { 
government ‘s such, that the 
grievances is vested in the 
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become honestly convinced 
CoLonizaTion tends to ty; 
jin their nature, it is their , 
j friends to their fellow-men ay 
a manly, a decided and an inflexi) 
usurpation of their dearest rig}, 
now becomes our solemn duty, alter 
re-assemble ourselves toge} 
; world, that come weal, come 
are determined to lay our y 
| soil that gave us birth ; | 
man to exclaim, 
fathers 1 yonder graves, 

















‘Shall we say tO th 


Resolved, That we are Amrrira 
natural, inherent, just and inahe 
i} the inordinate and intolerable 
Colonization Society, shall neyey entice 


Resolved, That the IMprecatory and y; 
sions of that Society, shal! have ho ae 
call into vigorous exercise our 
that they will, throu 
made to subserve the holy cause the 





Resolved, That as Cresson, 
continue to press the detestable 
despite of our entreaties, remonst 
tions, we look upon the same as a yw; 
ble subterfuge, and will continue io 
plans with honest indignation and 

Resolved, That we look upon t 
ored brethren who will consent to be + 
pestilential shores of Africa, as enem 25 | 
cause of abolition; and that any com , 
part with the flimsy scheme of Judge 
with our warmest disapprobation. 

Resolved, That the proceedings 
New York, Boston, and elsewhere on +h 
ject, meet with our entire approbation, 
breathe our sentiments ; 
unite with theirs, in loudly protesting for 
time against leaving this, our native cx 

Resolved, That we will make-ase of eyes 
within our reach, to remove the false 
on the public mind, by the enemies of oxy 
gard to our moral and intellectual ab 

Resolved, That by and with the consen of 4 
ored citizens of this town, the infamous ayé 4 " 
gag resolutions, offered by that recreanty a tr 
G. Atherton, and adomed » ’ 








| New Englander, C. 

| National House of Representatives, as far as 

jare hereby, to all intents and purposes, ree 
made nul! and void. 

Resolved, That William Llovd Garrison, de tte. 
| promising advocate of immediate and nocond: 
}emancipation, is sull deserving of our cop . 
(support; that, as editor of ‘the Liberator, 
} ducted its columns with good jud 

firmness, and that the principles « 
} are not detrimental tot 
{of American slavery 

Resolved, That we deem it our duty tow 
| means to hasten the utter downfall of the now tung 
| fabric of Colonizationism, and therefore urge typ 
jour brethren throughout the land, to uses 
| forts for the dissemination of anti-slavery pro 
jan efficient means in bringing it about 

Resolved, That the bold, uncompromising sett 
Mr. Mornis, of Ohio, in the U. § 
so ably advocated the rights of the colored man. 
his able refutation of the base and slanderous hie 
Henry Clay, in his attack upon abolitionists, dese 
our warmest thanks 

Resolved, That Isaac Knapp, publisher of tks 
erator, and the early associate of Mr. Garrisona’ 
anti-slavery enterprise, is worthy of our highest eet 
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ny Struggles interv 


Resolved, That the New York ‘Colored Ames 
}edited by Rey. Samuel E. Cornish, (a colored my 
| proof positive of our moral and intellectual 4 
{ that its leaves, when carefully read, and righ!) 
| to the consciences of slavebolders, colonizanons a 
their abetrors, will soon hea) this guilty navad a 
| patrifying sores—Vviz. Slavery and Prejudice 

The resolutions were ably susiained by Wa! 
-owell, Paul C. Howard, Jeremiah Laundere,- 
riggs, J. Adams, S: Pencton, A. Rodman, Rer 
errington, Mr. Douglass, and 8. Howani; aie wt 
unanimously adopted by a rising vote 
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Voted, That the proceedings of this meet 
(ed by the Chairman and Secretary, an 
the Liberator and New York Colored Amey 


The immense assembly, so eager were they to maa 
fest their hatred to expatriation, very reluctaaty ™ 
JACOB PERRY, (iar 
Naruanset A. Borpen, Secretary. 


‘COLONIZATION COLONIZED, 
By Eighteen Falschoods from‘ An Ey Wot 


Having, from some source, receivel thnoage 9 
Post Office a copy of your paper of March | 
contains an article to which my altenten 
invited ;—and whereas, said article iS ef 
falsehood and misrepresentation concermng 
others, I take this opportunity to request le 
of a brief reply through the same medium 

The following are the statements of "a0 © 
which are all false. 

1. Quite a number of his [Mr. 
were converted to abolition. 

2. On the evenings of the 11th ané 
Stanton lectured to large assemblies 

3. He took up the main arguments @ 





4. Swept them ail overboar 


5. The Rev. Mr. Binney gave notice 
gation that there would be a lecture 
reply to Mr. Stanton, in his! ; 

6. Mr. Binney said he gave out the 
ance with his own wishes 

7. Some of the prominen 
chureh being very much surprs 

8. All the members of bis church 

9. Inquired of their pastor who ¥2> = 


10. No definite reply was given t 
11. Information fof the lecture] 
different parts of the towo 
12. Mr. Binney appeared 
the expatriation scheme. 
13. The house was well li 
14. After sitting in his pulp" ' Y again pre a 
15. Waiting very impatien 
16. He stated that it would be ' 
him to address so few. 

17. He paused for 2 reply, 
18. The very much morutie 
tion pronounced the bene: a 
issue of falsific ations #2" » Who will Seize th 
to be regretted when we ¢ 

they came, | will now pr ciples of liberty, 
Certain abolitionists having S8™ 
‘light’ on the subject ee 
Stanton to furnish them with 4 lectare 


2. After having listenec 
contained much abuse, 
his hearers, that a reply \ 
easy task, and that I had some thou 
From that time until the 
frequently solicited and 
my abolition friends to p 
assurance of their personal atten 
ertions to secure that of others. 

3. This done, notice was 
gregation, on a stormy day ; _ 
tice left at the Seminary, ‘ jnformaue! 


ate who is not a 


: Spot where Cong 













4. The time of appoint 
to be the same with that of anoth 
public lecture ; the roads were © 
next to impassable. 

5. Mr. Binney betrayed 
or mortification ; nor was 
feelings at the time. 

6. The address was never 
behalf of Colonization, or 
jonists ; but simply to disa 
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j have forgotien the first lessons of their childhood,—the 
lalphabet of American liberty,—the baitle-ery, which 
jearried our fathers, iumphant, through a long, but 
i glorious revolution. ‘All men are created equal.’ It 
|was the magic of those words, that in ’76 roused the 
| Colonies to action,—that gave strength to the arm and 
| courage to the heart of the American soldier, in every 
bloody conflict of those perilous times,—that which en- 
labled them to trample on the ‘ British Lion,’ and which 
}wrung froma British King the acknowledgement of 


WHO IS AN ABOLITIONIST? 
My Brorner : 

This has beeome a doubtful question among aboli« 
tionists. It has, till recently, been supposed that he 
who believed that slavery is a sin under all circum- 
Stances—that it ought immediately to be abolished — 
and is ready to do ail that he can conscientiously to pro- 
cure its abolition—is a genuine abolitionist, and might 
consistently join any Anti-Slavery Society. 

An interesting quarterly meeting of the Massachu- 


.pOLITION ELECTORS OF THE 
ONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

_As an individual, I hail from 
. from you, in point of geo- 
» battle you are waging for 
’ js omnipresent in its interests. 
| is equally interesting to every 
at the polls, you have met 
ff victors m the bloodless 
you sustained the heat and 
Wit , colors unrent, and eagles 
mu have for the third time 
pirited, by past success, and 
encounter, always re- 


r anole! 


tle once becun, 
hieeding sire to son, 
itis ever won.’ 
ve counted upon your dis- 
y cause; but as yet, seven 


ourned party-shackles, to redeem 


| oar wdependence. * All men are created equal.’ A glo-| setts A. S. Society in this city, has just closed. James 
| rious truth. Adopt it as your motto. Inscribe it, in}G. Birney, Lewis Tappan, and Henry B. Stanton, at- 
}capitals, on your banner, and let it proudly float o'er) tended as delegates from the Executive Committee of 
|the ballot-box on the day of election. It will electrify, |the American A. S Society. The question of political 
| animate and cheer you onward in the pathofduty. As/action has been up. Can those who believe it asin 
|you deposite your vote, repeat it aloud, ‘all men are | to sustain our blood-cemented federal government by 
‘created equal,’ and let it echo, from ‘pillar and arch, | engaging in the strife of politics, in political caucuses, 
eptablature and wall.’ It may flash conviction to the | and at the bailot-box, consistently be members of the 
mind of some hesitating, doubting friend ; it may gain American A. S. Society? James G. Birney and Henry 
a vote for the slave. | B. Stanton decided that no person could consistently be- 
‘Remember those in bonds as bound with them.’ | come members of that Society, unless they believed it a reli: 
Come up to the polls, and cast your vote, as you would | gious duty to go to the polls and vote. And no Society 
| were the chains clanking around your limbs; as you/can be auxiliary to the A. A. S. Society, unless, as a 
| would were your wives & daughters toiling in bondage, | seciety, it endorses fully and unequivocally, the dogma 
{in the distant cotton fields of the South. You must | that it is the religious duty of every person, to whom 
|not sacrifice principle to party,—banks and sub-treas- | the State grants the privilege, (!) to vote at the polls. 
| uries are of minor importance. You are battling for! This construction of the constitution of that Society 





| 


orious limes! 


: have given to hamanity and 
you responded to the call of pat- 
ack, until vietory balances upon 
» shouts of successful con- 


‘England 


| liberty and inalienable rights—striving to unchattelize Does the 
| and raise to the dignity of men, two and a half millions 
| of slaves, ‘created in the image of God,’ with souls 
limmortal. With sach a cause, and in such a conflict, 
| will you falter? Will you stay at home, or vote for 
| Brooks or Parmenter? Never, never! You must show 
|to the enemies of freedom that the day of their power 
|has past,—that a purer heart and a firmer hand will 
|henceforth guide the helm. Teach them that there is 
|a vitality in your principles that nothing can conquer, 
|—-a spirit and an energy that rises above opposition, 


isto me, and to many others, entirely new. 
Executive Committee at New York give it this con- 
struction, and exclude from that society and from the 
ranks of abolitionists, all persons who have conscien- 
tious scruples about going to the polls? Does that 
committee intend to exscind all its auxiliaries which 
will not, as Societies, adopt the principle that voting 
at the polls is a religious duty? Brothers Birney and 
Stanton are understocd to take this stand, and they are 
leading members of the committee in New York. Ac- 
cording to their construction of the constitution of the 
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his duty,’ was the thrilling 
‘elson of the Nile,’ at the battle 


American abolitionists expect every 
; your district to ‘do his duty.’ 
sung the ‘only might that slumbers 

» ballot, to the slave. Forget, 

itheir watchwords, banks and tar- 

se in bonds as bound with them,’ 

t half millions of inhabitants of 


on,’ robbed of their every right, 
red by the men, 
wer to shield the right, 
each dark and robber den 
» light.’ 
ther questions aside from slavery, 
upon the mind of the voter; but 
; teresting—none whose claims 
not better, bedispensed with. In the 
f Wendell Phillips, ‘Let the wel- 
take care of itself awhile ; we are toil- 
sistence. When 
ry unto all men that which its 


‘its existence’ is 


is turning its enemies into friends, 

nd to questions which, tll then, are 
After we have wrested from 

» yillion vietims, and placed them 
nd nature placed them—on the el- 

i liberty, then, and not tll then, 

that any question of legislation is par- 
emancipation, Till then, every con- 
il] place this question first in his 


ballot To you, as abolitionists, 

i) exemplification of this impor- 

You occupy the van in the army that 
; Gibralter. Your District is 

f , where the precedent is to be es- 
“rty’sor of slavery’s triumph! Em- 
daring of the Spartans of yore. 


t be upon the shield of uncompromis- 
But, if true to your professions, you 
fail. ‘Though months may elapse, and 
s intervene, yet in the end you will suc- 


vill elect a man who will speak like a 
rin defence of her insulted principles 
stitutions. Do this, yield not your 

ve defence of them, either to flattery or 

| we can point to it as an example to 
timid, on to victory! Political par- 


wn from it how fatal to their interests is 
tmen to Congress, who are non- 
ind to abolition, or committed against 


a future, so far respect themselves, as 
u for office who are positives, 
e for abolition, whatever may 
wn subjects of less magnitude. Par- 
ks are in the political arena,—they 
competitors the political race ground, 
ent or misrepresent you, in 
er fails you in the very spot 
him to be storm-proof—viz. Immepi- 
not only refuses to answer your 

but assails and libels the Blucher in 


se, H. B. Stanton! Yes, meanly 
recreant to the cause of the slave, 
cy of that cause made him an 
\ima Mater. ‘Recreant!’ when for 
levotion to the interests of the slave, 


inced by pseudo patriots as a plotter 
ton, and by the clergy, asa ‘setter forth 
And yet, such a man has the van- 
tion to Congress from your dis- 
n by your votes, that, whoever else suc- 
he (Mr. Brooks,) must brook a 
I am no politician, and care nota 
tical party is in the ascendant, if it is 
in the fundamental principles of 
f American Independence, and goes 
Yet we had supposed that one 
‘al parties in your district would 
rious candidates, and offer a con- 
the suffrages of free men! Thus 
n disappointed. With a tenaciousness 
\ betier cause, the rival political parties in 
They do it, 
the end, you will yield, and they 
that your zeal for the slave will so far 
! quit the field, and they shall win 
persuaded betier things of 
Ying that you have notso learned the prin- 
The crisis at which our country 
iave arrived, demand of you, with an 
not to be traced upon 
Yielding fidelity to your principles. New 
$ ) the lips as she is in her counter- 
1s just re-elected her degenerate son 
Ss Avherton to a seat in the national legis- 
ed with the excitement of victory, he 
a gag for those lips, we have elect- 
Will you be content to have the 
Adams struck dumb by a lord so puny ? 
Sol a Cushing, a Saltonstall, an Alvord, be 
Fae effort of the * perjared Atherton ?’ 
Mark that wurd! and to main- 
in from your district to that legisla- 
e gag and thrust it back in the 
r, and teach him a few of the first 
familiar to every school-boy in 
! words; and rehearse to him a 
taught in our political 
4 are in vogue and are sung by 
and milk-maids of New England. 
‘on, let me conjure you, as one who has 
‘cclions to gratify, no interest in your 
3 ‘rom that of an abolitionist, to vote for 
“So is uot a consistent friend of immediate 
ithe ten miles square, and in every 
* Where Congress has the requisite power, or 
aes in bondage to need his voice or his 
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but, we are 


iid an eloquence 


eak { 1s 


ms of erty— 
yea, wh 


s 


iu 
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“aY Next, another trial is to be made to elect 


Congress in District No. 4. Both 


Part “s are in the field, with their thrice beaten 
oth are confident of success, and are 
T the day of trial to shout victory ! vic- 
es. i matters but little which party tri- 

he e} 


her 


be, but { 
; fetion of Nathan Brooks or William 
* Would add another ‘dough-face’ to those 


“Ady in. Concre : 
redine “sress, and swell the majority against 
fe — : o 
Tights of mm ‘mancipation,’ universal freedom and the 
~~ Man 


Abvolitionists of No. 4, it would be sui- 


+O trust vo 
St your cause in the hands of either. 


They 


‘\ harsh discord amid a nation’s jubilee on the 4th of July : 


|} and cannot be subdued. American Society, this, henceforth, is to be the test of 
Three times you have met, and three times has the | an abolitionist— Will you go to the polls and vote? No 
| news of your victory been borne across the Potomac | man can be recognised as an abolitionist and a mem- 
lon the breeze to the far South. What shall be the re- | ber of that Society, unless he will answer YES. 
| sult of the fourth onset? I need not ask. You will} I donot intend to argue the question, whether it is 
}maintain your integrity, your principles, and your] the religious duty of any man to vote at the polls; but 
jeause. Victory will again perch on your standard, and | would call attention to the position taken by brothers 
Birney and Stanton, and, as I am informed, by- the 
Executive Committee at New York—that no person can 
consistently become a member of the American Society, un- 
lO THE ABOLITIONISTS OF THE FOURTH less he considers it a religious duty to vote at the polls. I 
| DISTRICT. would suggest, that measures be taken to have this 
| question settled at the next annual meeting in New 
! 


| defeat crown the exertion of your foe. 
! + ‘ 
| Essex County. D. H. 








Becrensn: The chetineey of party colli. gen *6%P | York, of the A. A. S. Society. Is it the religions duty 
Three times defeated, the collar-slaves of oF every ian, to whom the nation grants the privilege, 
| the great political parties dare a fourth time to insult! +4 yore at the ballot-box? Can none become members 
the freemen of your District with the same candidates. | of the American Society unless they believe itis? Is 
- - of them at haere ° capo wd — to yond a | such to be considered the settled meaning of the Con- 
(* how them, if they think to weary nag! out, ¢ iat stitution? It is now settled, I believe, in the minds of 
ps koned without their host, and will find the zeal of) ost present at the meeting, that the existing difficul- 
i Shall duty have | ties in this State have originated in an attempt to make 
a weaker hold on your obedience than party on theirs? | voting at the polls the great test of an abolitionist. If 
Shall the slave be a feebler motive in your hearts, than {spe American Society are about to take this ground, 
is individual partiality in theirs ? let the fact be known. H. Cc. W. 
Patriots! the clanking of the slave's chain grates “ae 
DORCHESTER FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 
The nation slumbers over a} The following resolutions were adopted at a quar- 
| terly meeting of the Dorchester Female A. S. Society, 
Christians! the slave's fettered hand holds up to you | Tuesday last, wat land of the extraordinary proceed- 
}the ballot-box, and asks your vote in the name of God | Ings of the Committee of the House of Representatives, 
jand humanity. Itis his cause that has changed the appointed to inquire into the genuineness of the signa- 
halls of legislation into temples cf justice, and the arena tures attached to the petition from that won peay- 
of polities into holy land. The man who votes at all, | "8 for a repeal of the laws based on distinctions of 
let him vote now ; and if he vote for any but the slave's | color. 
friend he is recreant @ duty and teGod. 1. Resolved, That we are satisfied that there has 
Pe ; . ; been no fraud or intentional wrong-doing on the part 
Let not the good character of the Whig candidate daz | of any one concerned in getting signers to our petition 
zle you blind to the claims of the slave. They tell us | respecting distinctions ou account of color. 
} Mr. Brooks is a man of fine talents, high honor, and in- | 2. That a true statement of facts perfectly vindicates 
tegrity unimpeachable. Let him carry his talents and the conduct of our Corresponding Secretary, Miss 
? y Sarah Baker ; that we are satisfied as to the purity of 
integrity to the right market, and no doubt they'll find | her motives ; and that the thanks of this Society be 
a purchaser, Talents and integrity are not the only renewed to her (for the slave’s sake,) for her faithful 


to the polls. 


Abolitionists is made of sterner stuff. 





Strike it from his limbs! 
voleano. Arouse it, ere it be too late! 








things necessary on the floor of Congress. Have histal-/ and disinterested labors for the cause. 
we taught him yet that all men are equal? Has his | 
integrity shown him that justice is always the highest | 
expediency? Has his honor wakened him to the con- | 
viction, that slavery ought to cease immediately on the | 
soil consecrated to republican Liberty? That is the | 
question. } 
The vessel of State labors,—is rushing headlong on 
the rocks! They send us a blind pilot—assuring us} 
all the while that his character is excellent, and his| 
honesty beyond suspicion. Will his character teach | 
(him where lies the channel? Wiil his honesty save 
the ship from the breakers? We charge Mr. Brooks | 
with not having made up his mind whether ‘all men! 
are created equal,’—and we are told his views are right 
on the tariff! We charge him with being opposed to 
the immediate abolition of slavery in the District of | 
|Columbia—and we are told he will support the right | 
We charge him with indifference, if not 
hostility to the cause of the slave—and we are told he | 
voted right on the Warren Bridge question !—Voted | 


of petition. 


(excellent reason for sending him to the Massachusetts | 
legislature in 1830, but no more connection with Con- 

gress in 1839, than a hawk with a hand-saw! The} 
Whig Convention have voted his views on slavery sat- 
isfactory to them: the best reason in the world why | 
they cannot satisfy us, 





Don't be frightened by the charge of wasting your | 

Is that vote wasted, which teaches Nathan} 
Brooks the republican theory, that the people have a| 
right to know the views of their servants? Is that 
vote wasted, that makes every abolition petition which 
he has laid upon the table—every question of freedom, 
the vote on which he has skulked, thunder in the ear 
of Wm. Parmenter like the ghost of old, ‘We will 
meet at the ballot-box!’ Is that vote wasted, which 
teaches the proud leaders of party, that there are men | 
who think more of their consciences than their pockets 
——more of their principles than their party—who fear 
God too much to weigh money against manhood, or 
banks against blood? What matter if no one be 
chosen? Beiter be unrepresented than misrepresented. 
Let that chair stand empty on the floor of Congress. 
Its silence will be more eloquent than human lips. 
Written all over in letters of light, ‘ Proclaim liberty 
throughout all the Jand unto all the inhabitants thereof,’ | 
it will stand the Wilberforce of America—the first | 


votes, 














champion of the slave. And there let it stand—no} 
matter if for ten sessions—till you can fill it with an 
aboluionist. We expect as much of Middlesex. Her| 
| appropriate place in Freedem’s line is the van. On 
| her soil was strack the first blow for liberty in 1775. 
| The Declaration of Independence was but the echo of 
| her yeomen's muskets at Lexington and Bunker Hill. 
| Let her strike, as in 1775, the key-note for the nation! 
| Let her rouse herself as then, the earliest for the 
sterner conflict of the present generation—be the first 
to shake herself free from vassalage to a system which 
| has raled the country long enough with the slave-whip 
—whose power laughs a rod of iron to scorn—on 
| whose altar, to the disgrace of our country, Henry 
| Clay has found it necessary and been willing to lay a 
| Sacrifice before he could hope for success in a Presi-| 
| dential canvass. Middlesex has had enough of Par-| 
| menters who have made up their minds to obey their | 








3. That Mr. Bradburn of Nantucket, who presented 
and advocated the object of our petition, and so nobly 
defended our characters amid the scorn, misrepresen- 
tation and opposition of some of the members of the 
legislature, deserves and has seeured the blesssings 
and thanks of every friend of insulted humanity. 

4. Resvlved, That our Secretary forward a copy of 


the above resolutions to the editors of the Liberator 


and Massachusetts Abolitionist for publication. 
E. POPE, Rec. Sec. pro tem. 


A. CARD. 

Thereby tender my sincere acknowledgement and 
heart-felt gratitude to the Dorchester Female Anti- 
Slavery Society for the sympathy and the interest 
they have manifested in my labors and trials while en- 


‘gaged in promoting the vbject of the Society. That 


God may bless and prosper them, is the humble prayer 
of their unworthy Corresponding Secretary. 
SARAH BAKER. 
Dorchester, March 16, 1839. 





HINGAM ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
Mr Epiror—At a meeting of the Anti-Slavery So- 


right on the Warren Bridge question? Did he? An/ ciety in this town, on Friday, March 22d, the following 


resolves were passed. 


Whereas, the Executive Committee of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society have issued a Circular, and the 
Board of Managers of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Society have issued an Address, to the Abolitionists of 
Massachnsetts, the former stating in said Circular the 
reasons which induced them to dissolve the connettion 
between the two societies, and the latter protesting in 
said Address against the validity of those reasons, and 
against the ‘doings’ of said Committee: Therefore 
Resolved, 

1. That we regret exceedingly that any circumstan- 
ces should have occurred, calling forth either of these 
Appeals to the abolitionists of Massachusetts. 

2. That, so far as we understand the facts of the 
case, the reasons assigned by said Committee do not 
justify the course they have pursued. , 

3. That we have unshaken confidence in the wisdom 
and integrity of the Board of Managers of the State 
Society, and that they ought in their present course to 
be sustained. 

4. That, however wise may be the present Execu- 
tive Commitee, and however faithful to the slave, it is 
anti-republican and unsafe to entrust the whole man- 
agemert of the abolition cause to se small a number of 
irresponsible persons ; that it destroys too much indi- 
vidual action and individual responsibility ; that it of: 
fers too many temptations to the few to whom such 
management is entrusted, to yield to the suggestions 
of personal ambition, and to institute a system of 
pression as dangerous and as cruel as that of the Je- 


| suits of old ; and that, therefore, such concentration of 


ote} in the present case should be strenuously op- 
posed. 

5. That we deprecate all religious intolerance and 
persecution, in this and every other cause ; that in this 
cause, especially, sympathy for the slave, and love for 
our kind, should merge all sectarian differences, and 
should unite us in one strenuous effort,—however va- 
rious may be our religious creeds—to accomplish the 
great object in which we have engaged, the removal of 
the yoke of domestic slavery from our land, and the 
extension to all of those civil and religious rights, 
he are now unjustly and tyrannieally usurped by a 


6. That the present schism in the abolition ranks 
imposes upon us the duty of increased vigilance ; calls 
upon us to scrutinize critically the motives by which 
we ourselves are actuated, and to watch carefully the 
movements of our brother abolitionists, that we may 
ever be disposed ¢o do the right ourselves, and to sustain 
the right in others. 

7. That this schism gives us no reason to distrust 
the ultimate triumph of truth over error; righteous- 


| pacty, and Brooks's who have never made up their | ness over unrighteousness, freedom over slavery ; that 


}minds at all. She strikes now for the slave. Her 
| first blow will be, as of old, the beginning of a conflict, 
to end only with emancipatiun. The man in Middle- 


it may darken our prospects for a time, but that, under 
the wise providence of God, it will, we doubt not, be 
overruled for good, nut only to the down-trodden, suf- 
fering slave, but also to the advaacement of true liber- 


|sex who votes for any but an abolitionist—for any | ty throughout the land. 


cause but that of freedom—in the month of April— 
| should hide his head on its 19th day! With the soil 
| of Concord and Bunker's Hill for her dowry already, 
| the old county adds a new leaf to her laurel—like 


Voted, To choose delegates to attend the Quarterly 
Meeting in Boston, on Tuesday, March 26th. 

Chose Mrs. Mary C. Lincoln, Mrs. Lucy Whiton, 
Miss Mary Tidmarsh, Miss Louisa Beal, Mr. Quincy 


| Yorkshire, determined to elect a Wilberforce, or none | Hersey, Mr. Abel Fearing, Mr. Rufus Lane, Mr. Joba 
SPIRIT OF °76. | Cushing, Mr. Jairus Lincoln. 
Voted, To publish the doings of this meeting in the 
Liberator. INCREASE S. SMITH, Pres. 
Jarrvus Lixcotn, Secr’y. 
Hingham, March 22d, 1839. 


READING YOUNG MEN’S ANTI-SLAVERY 


at all. 





FALL RIVER FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 

At a mecting of the Board of Officers of the Fall Riv- 
er Female Anti-Slavery Society, on the evening of the 
16th imst., the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : SOCIETY. 

’ A At a meeting of the Reading Young Men’s Anti-Sla- 

Resolved, That we believe it the duty of the Mass. 4 . - ng 
A.S. Society to redeem its pledge to “i American So-| VeTy Society, held this evening, Feb. 20th, 1839, the 
ciety as svon as practicable ; and we therefore recom-| following resolutions were passed unanimously : 
mend to our Society, to remit its surplus funds to the} Resolved, That the course lately pursued by the Ex- 
treasurer of the State Society. ecutive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Soci- 


Voted, That the above resolution + lety in reference to the money pledged by the Massa- 
exater. ‘ be sent to the Lib- Gave Society, is unreasonable and unjust. 
, Resolved, That we highly approve of the resolutions 
passed by the Groton Anti-Slavery Society, March 11th, 
1839. DANIEL FOSS, Sec. 





ELIZABETH B. CHACE, President, 
Mantua B, Lovett, Sec’ry pro tem. 








BELLEVILLE A. S. SOCIETY. 


Newsvury, (Believille,) March 23d, 1839. 

Bro. Ganuison—A special meeting of the Belleville 
Anti-Slavery Society was beld on the evening of the 
21st inst., and the following resolutions unanimously 
adopted. 

1. Resolved, That we disapprove of the course ta~ 
ken by the Executive Committee of the American A. 
S. Society, in the abrupt manner in which they have 
broken the arrangement between the State and Parent 
Societies. 

2. Resolved, That we’approve of the independent 
stand taken by the Board of Managers of the Massa- 
chusetts Society at this crisis; and we assure them, 
that so long as they so fully manifest their firmness 
and integrity in the defence of our holy cause, they 
may rely upon our confidence and support. 

3 Resolved, That we will give our influence in car- 
rying out the arrangement made at the last annnal 
meeting of the American Society between that and the 
State Society, and will pay our contributions into the 
treasury of the State Society, and not to any financial 
agent acting independently of the relation ther estab- 
lished between the two Societies. 

4. Resolved, That to the Board of Managers of the 
State Society justly belongs the control of agents la- 
boring in this State, and that we will not recognize 
any agents of the American Society sent here without 
their concurrence. 

5. Resolved, That the Report of the Committee of 
the present Legisiature, to whom were referred 
sundry petitions in relation to jdistinctions of 
color, 13 mean and contemptible, and justly exposes 
the author and those who voted for its adoption, to the 
censure of their constituents and to the contempt of an 
enlightened community. 

6. Resolved, That > a uncourteous treatment of the 
petitions of the ladies of Lynn and other towns, pray- 
ing for a repeal of those laws in relation to distinctions 
of color, and the base thrusts at the petitioners, should 
not discourage the friends of humanity, but rather 
stimulate them to renewed exertions in well-doing. 

7. Resolved, That the recent indications of an at- 
tempt to overthrow the Liberator, by estallishing a 
new paper, excites within us feelings of indignation 
which we cannot suppress, and that, so far from find- 
ing our confidence in Wm. Lioyp Garrison misplaced, 
we have more confidenne in him than ever. 

Voted, That these resolutions be signed by the 
President and Secretary, and forwarded to the editors 
of the Liberator and the Massachusetts Abolitionist 
for publication. T. N. JACKMAN, Pres. 
Joun L, Lorn, Sec’ry. 





ASHBURNHAM A. S. SOCIETY. 
Ata meeting of the Ashburnham Anti-Slavery Soci- 
ety, on the 18th inst., the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 


1. Resolved, That it is with deep concern we see ev- 
idence of a collision between the Parent and State So- 
cieties—and would earnestly entreat them tc practice 
that forbearance which becomes the friends ot the op- 
pressed. 

2. Resolved, That we see no reason why agents of 
the Parent and State Societies may not labor together 
in union of spirit, both in collecting funds and in pro- 
moting the holy cause of emancipation. 

3. Resolved, That the difficulty between the two so 
cieties, can and ought to be adjusted, previous to the 
anniversary in May. 

4. Resolved, That, as it isa maxim of Holy Writ, 
that ‘a house divided against itself cannot stand,’ st 
behooves all the friends of the slave to labor together 
as a band of brethren. 

5. Resolved, That the claims of the slave call loud}y 
on Christians and Philanthropists to put forth a uniom 
of effort for his emancipation. 

6. Resolved, That our prayers shall ever be, that 
abolitionists may be one, as our Saviour prayed that bis 
disciples might be, that the world may believe that God 
is with them. 

7. Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the next Quarterly Meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery Society ; and, also, that they be of- 
fered for publication in the Liberator and Massachu- 
setts Abolitionist. WM. P. STONE, Secretary. 
Ashburnham, March 18, 1839. 





CHARACTERISTIC. 
The following letter from Gerrit Smith needs no 
comment. How kind, how magnanimous, how gener’ 
ous is its spirit! Is he a recreant abolitionist ? 

Perersoro’, March 15th, 1839. 

William Lloyd Garrison, Maria W. Chapman, Ed- 
mund Quincy. 
My pear Frienps: 


BOSTON. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 1839. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE MASS. A. s. 
SOCIETY. 

A quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Sla. 
very Society was held at the Marlboro’ Chapel, Boston, 
on Tuesday, March 26,1839. Francis Jackson, Presi- 
dent, took the chair, Prayer by Orange Scott, of 
Lowell. 

Wm. Bassett, of Lynn, C. T. Torrey, of Salem, and 
Wm. R. Chapman, of Andover, were chosen Secretaries 
pro tem. 

J. A. Collins, H. G. Chapman, and J. E. Fuller, 
Were appointed a committee on finanee, and to prepare 
a roll of the meeting. 

On motion of P. R. Russell, 

Voted, That all persons present, believing in the 
principles of immediate emancipation, and belonging 
to Massachusetts, be invited to take seats and partici- 
pate in our proceedings, and that abolitionists from 
ecg States be invited to sit as corresponding mem~ 

PTs. 








The following gentlemen were appointed a commit- 
tee on business: Wm. Lloyd Garrison, A. A. Phelps, 
Wendell Phillips, Lewis Tappan, George Allen, Amos 
Farnsworth, Philo C. Pettibone. 





The finance committee reported that it would be 
necessary for each member to pay one dollar to defray 
the expenses of the meeting. 

On motion of H. C. Wright, 


Voted, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a memorial to the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, on the subject of a law recently passed by the 
Legislature of Alabama, affecting the rights of free 
citizens of this Commonwealth, who may visit that 
State. Whereupon, 

J. G. Birney, H. C. Wright, and Charles Follen were 
appointed. 

A resolution was introduced by Dr. Follen, respect- 
ing the pledge of the State Society, which was debated 
till the hour of adjournment. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The following resolution, introduced by the business 
committee, was taken up for consideration; and 
after a warm disenssion, which lasted anfil dark, and 
in which Messrs. Phillips, Loring, Follen, Reed,French, 
Wright, Garrison, Birney, Stanton, Phelps, St. Clair, 
and others participated, was adopted. 

Resolved, That the course pursued by the Board of 
Managers of the Massachusetis Ami-Slavery Society, 
in relation to the difficulty now existing between that 
Board and the Executive Committee of the Parent So- 
ciety, meets our hearty approval. 

The question on the foregoing resolution was taken 
by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows : 


YEAS. 

Boston. Newburyport. 
H. Bates, Wm. Ashby, 
Frances Davis, H. C. Wright. 
J..A.Collins, Danvers. 
Mary G. Chapmatt, Mary Peasly, 
George Adams, R. Hood. 
Eunice 8. Davis,. Dorchester. 


Mary Pitts; Richard Clapp, 


Esther. Dean, Wm. P. Peaks. 
Eliphalet Brown,- Essex. 
Isaac Knapp, Wm. Ketchell. 

tb John Augustus. West Brookfield. 
Harneh. Tuts, Josiah Henshaw. 


Abigail H: Polsom;, 
Maria W.. Chagman, 
Thanlifal Southwick, 


Marblehead. 
Joseph Reynolds, 
Thomas Wooldredge. 


‘Sarak Southwiek, Abington. 
ij Mary Ann. Russell,, Mieah Poole, 

‘Av. Oswell} Micah H. Poole, 
J. Noyes, Elbridge Sprague, 


Samuel Reed, 

Franklin Poole, 
Danie! Holbrook, 
Edmund Shaw, 


i Mary J.. Murray,. 
Boreas A. Aunos, 
Cherlotte Hartwell,. 
Wm. .W. Marjoram,. 





I have your letter of Ist instant, asking my contri- 
bution to the support of the ‘Non-Resistant.’ I have) 
read the first two numbers of this paper, and am much , 
pleased with their kind, candid and religious spirit. I | 
confess my ignorance in relation to the immensely im- 
portant subject, of which the ‘Non-Resistant’ treats, 
and my need of all the light, which your or any other | 
publication can shed on them. May I and every other | 
of its readers peruse the pages of the ‘Non-Resistant,’ | 
unswayed by prejudice and the fear of man, and con- 
cerned but to know the way of the Lord. 
Accept the enclosed check for $100. 

Your friend and brother, 


GERRIT SMITH. 





Ssamervt Asuss. Rev. N. C. Cannon, a colored 
minister of the Methodist denomination, who preaches 
alternately in Boston and Providence, informs us that 
he was recently treated in a very unjustifiable manner 
by a Mr. Smith, who drives the stage between those 
two cities. He states that he went to the stage office 
in Providence, some time in February, and spoke for 
a passage to Boston on the following day. At the 
time appointed, he went to the office, and being told 
that the stage was ready, took his seat inside. The 
driver, on co.Aing to shut the door, asked him where 
he was going. He replied, ‘to Boston.’ Then, said 
the driver, you must get on to the outside, for I’ll have 
no ‘damned nigger’ in my stage! Remonstrance, in 
such a case, was useless, and having been so grossly 
insulted, Mr. Cannon concluded, to his great incon- 
venience, to wait and go in the cars. It is not to be 
doubted, that an indecent, profane and brawling white 
man would have been permitted to ride in the same 
stage without the least objection! Such conduct de- 
serves the severest reprehension. But, while our 
churches are disgraced by ‘negro pews,’ it is unrea- 
sonable to expect any thing better from proprietors and 
drivers of stages. s 





Mr. Brapsurn of Nantucket deserves the thanks 
not only of his immediate constituents, but of all the 
friends of justice and humanity in the Commonwealth, 
for the zeal and perseverance which he has manifest- 
ed in every instance where the interests of morality 
and truth have required a champion. Especially does 
he deserve credit for having dared, in the faee of oblo- 
quy and reproach, to present and defend the prayer of 
the petitions for the repeal of laws passed upon dis- 
tinctions of color, and for having administered several 
wholesome rebukes to the individual who had the au- 
dacity to declare respecting the signers of a petition 
from Dorchester, that he did not believe there was a 
virtuous woman among them. A few days ago, this 
individual (Mr. Thayer of Braintree,) had the impu- 
dence to reprove another member for speaking disre- 
spectfully of the women who had signed remonstran- 
ces against the repeal of the license law. This brought 
up Mr. Bradburn, who said : J. 
Mr. Speaker, I am surprised at the new-born zeal of 
the gentleman from Braintree, in favor of women. It 
is but a short time since, that he would not allow them 
any voice in certain matters which they considered of 
vital interest to the cause of humanity and human lib- 
erty ; but now it seems their wishes are all-important 
when they happen to favor some particular measure in 
which he is interested ; and he carries his exclusive in- 
consistency so far as to call in question the remarks of 
other gentlemen, who do not happen to be prepared to 
go quite so far as the ladies who support his particlar 
project. 

G7 The able and important Report of Mr. Brad- 
burn, which occupies our first page, ought to shake the 
Commonwealth to its centre. If the Legislature shall 
refuse or neglect to pass resolutions at least as strong 
as those attached to the Report, (and they are not half 
strong cnough,) they will merit the severest censure. 








ne 


————— 


NOTICE. 

The Quarterly Meeting of the Middlesex County 
Anti-Slavery Society will be held, with Divine Per- 
mission, in the Rev. Mr. Phelps’s Church in Groton, 
23d and 24th days of 
\ The meeting will be organized Tuesday mor- 
ning, at 11 o'clock, precisely. It is hoped that every 
Anti-Slavery Society, in every town in the County, 
will be fully represented. The peculiarly interesting 
state of the Anti-Slavery enterprise imperiously de- 
mands it. And the friends of the slave, who live in 
towns where no Sveiety has been organized, are most 
respectfullygurged to rally with us in the defence of 
trath and justice, and to advocate and advance the 


sacred cause of ‘ virtue, liberty, and independence.’ 








Maria. © Baker, 
Abigail R- Baker, 
Augestw C. Baker,. 


| Dame C. Baker, 


Oliver Porter, 
John B. Alley, 
Benaiah Parinton, , 
Eleanor Johason, 
Lydia Hallowell, 
Merey T..Bofium, 
Abigail: Buflum,, 
B. F. Mudge, 


Christepher Robinseny. 


Mary Chace, 
Eliza Boyce, 
Mary B Bassett,, 
Joseph A. Lloyd, 
J.S. Hak 
Wm. B. Oliver, 
Miriam B. Jehnson.., 
Abigail L. Breed, 
J. N. Buffam, 
Stephen N. Breed, 
Preserved Sprague, 
Edwin Thompson, 
Edward Buitum, 
J. P. Boyce,. : 
Rebecca Them pson,. 
Julia Ann Beyce, 
Eliza Purinten, 
Abner Newhall, 
Aroline AY. Chase 
Satem. 
R. M. Chipman, 
Sylvester Phelps,. 
Ezekiel Roberts,, 
Wm. Ashby, 
Mary Frye, 
Josiah Hay wand. 
Uxhridge.- 


P' 
North Mershfield. 


Elizabeth Lewss. 
ENE I fy 


Quincy, 
Charles A. Cummings. 


Groton. 
Amos Farnsworth, 
F.C. Wheeler, 
S. C. Wheeler. 
Weymouth. 
Hervey E. Weston, 
James Whittemore, - 
Anne W. Weston. 
New Bedford. 
Rodney French, 
John Baily, 
Joseph Congdon. 


"eymouth. 
B. F. White. 
Fall River. 
G. H. Durfee, 
Hall Remington. 
Lynn. 
Alanson St. Clair. 
Andover. 
James Boutelle, 
Henry Colchen. 
West Boylston. 
M. King. 
lem. 


A. M. Coburn. 


East Cambridge. 


H. B. Skinner. 


O. Scott. 


After the question on the above resolution had been 
taken, several other propositions were made, but after 
a discussion which continued until a late hour, the 


meeting adjourned. 


B. P. Bassett, John Burrill, 

Jobn. Levi, N. P. Ford. 

J. K. Hayes,-. Walpole. 

Henry Chapman,, Warren Alien. 

Wm. Lewis, Foxborough. 

Wm... West, Ous Hodges. 

Mary Willey, Carlisle. 

Thes.. dole. &. W. Stacy. 

Martha Bates, . Andover. 
Lynn. - Wm. R. Chapman, 


E. C. Smith, 
P. C. Pettibone, 
Eunice Ames, 
Parker Pillsbury. 
Roxbury. 
Caroline Weston, 
Juhn Jones, 
Huntington Porter. 
Marshfield. 
WN. BH. Whiting. 
Stoneham. 
Levi D. Smith, 
Ffannah 6. Smith, 
Ephraim Willey, 
Folly Willey. 
Haverhill. 
James Hale, 
E. Hale, Jr. 
Richard Hackett, 
Wm. Savary. 
Gloucester. 
Thomas Haskell, 
Abraham Haskell. 


East Bridgewater. 


Themas P. Ryder. 
‘Taunton. 
Jerusha Bird. 
Upton. 
J. B. Moore. 
Hingham. 
Jairus Lincoln, 
Lucy Whiton. 
Reading. 
€alvin Temple, 
Sumner Weston, 
Simon Batchelder, 
Jonas B. Hill. 
Watertown. 
J. Coolidge, Ir. 
New Bedford. 
Wmv. Berry, 
Wm. S. Powell. 
Concord. 
J.P. Dudley. 
Methuen. 
J.D. Herrick. 
Scituate. 
Tobias Cook. 
Dlanchester. 
EL. Woodbury. 
Millbury. 
Abby Kelly. 
Fairhaven. 
Joseph Bates. 
Aston. 
Dr. Cowdrey, 
Ebenezer Davis. 


NAYS. 


Boston. 
J. E. Fuller, 
T. W. Durant, 
T. R. Kimball. 
Shrewsbury. 
George Allen. 
Danvers. 
Abner Sanger, 
Wm. Codding. 
New Worcester. 
Luther Capron. 
Quincy. 
Daniel Wise. 
Charlestown. 
Josiah Brackett. 
Hatfield. 
S. D. Partridge. 
Worcester. 
J. Horton, 
Geo. M. Rice. 





VERDICT OF APPROVAL. 


The question is settled. The verdict of the aboli- 
tionists of Massachusetts, respecting the course pur- 
sued by the Board of Managers of the State Society 
in protesting against the recent conduct of the Execu- 
tive Committee at New York, is on record. Of the 
unity of spirit, clearness of vision, ani strength of prin- 
ciple, which almost unanimously prevail among them, 
there is no longer any doubt. In spite of the artifices 
and machinations, which, for the last six months, par- 
ticularly, have been resorted to, by certain disaffected 
individuals, to weaken confidence in the Board, and 
to create alienation in our ranks, every fresh test that 
is made only serves to show the general soundness of 
the entire mass of abolitionism in the Commonwealth, 
and the unwavering reliance which is placed upon the 
fidelity and vigilance of those to whom is entrusted 





JOSEPH WARREN CRO h 
Boxobro, March. 20th, 1339. se eeearsepictsen 


the supervision of the anti-slavery cause in this State. 


For the sake of efficient action, of an harmonious co- 
operation, of the welfare anc success of the cause, we 
rejoice in view of this fact. The state of things is 
even better than we had supposed—though we have’ 
had no doubt as to what would be the resutt. 
Agreeably to the call of the Board of Managers, a 
quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Society was held in this city on’ Tuesday last, with ex- 
clusive reference to the collision whith Has taken 
place between the Board’ and the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Parent Society. In consequence of the re~ 
cent anniversary of the State Society, and the over~ 
whelming expression of sentiment which was given on 
that occasion, respecting certaim proceedings closely 
connected with this urhappy affair, i was not to be 
expected that thers would be so full an attendance as 
there was at the meeting alluded to.. No Pains or ex- 
pense, however, were spared by the Board torcirenlate 
the notice of the quarterly meeting in all parts of" 
the Commonwealth, so that all persons-interested in 
the controversy, of wietevér opinion as-t6 its merits, 
might be duly notified, and thas have an opportunity 
toattend. The number of those whose mames were 
placed upon the roll of the meeting” was*296-<165 of 
whom were present, and'‘awewered to their names upon 
the question of adoption of # resolmion, ‘heartily ap- 
proving’ the course pursued by the Massachasetts 
Board in protesting against:the &te proceedings of the 
N. Y. Executive Committee The vete stoot, $42 in 
the affirmative, to 23 in the negatwe—more than 6 to 1. 
It is of little consequence, as to the exact number of 
delegates in attendance. Enough were present to de- 
clare what are the views and feelings of Massachu~ 
setts abolitionists at this junctare. In.addition to what 
they have done, already various anti-slavery societies 
have adopted resolutions, sustaining the courserof: the 
State Board ; and, doubtless, other societies will in dud 
time take proper action upon this subject. 

The delegation who appeared from New York, ine 
behalf of the Executive Committec, consisted of Messrs. 
James G. Birney, Lewis Tappan and Henry B. Stanton. 
They endeavored to show, (with what success, the re- 
sult manifests, ) that the Executive Committee had act- 
ed honorably, wisely, and with afl due ‘courtesy ; that’ 
they had no other alternative than to declare’ tHe rela- 
tion subsisting between the Stat¢é and-Parent Societies 
null and void ; and that, by the terms of the agreement, 
no discretionary power was left in ‘their hands to ob- 
serve that relation, onthe failure of the State Society 


participated in the discussion were Messrs Follen, Lor- 
ing, Stanton, Phelps, Torrey, St. Clair, Allen, Freneh, 
Ryder, Phillips, Garrison, Brimblecom, Scott, Durfee, 
Reed and Thompson. 

After the adoption of the’ resolution, sustaining the’ 
Massachusetts Board, the following was offered by 
Wendell Phillips, but was subsequently withdrawn by 
the mover, in consequence of the manner in ‘which it 
was treated by the New York delegation, and by one 
of the agents of the Parent Soeiety : 

Resolved, That we are ready harmoniously to co-op- 
erate with the Executive Commntee of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, inthe colleetion of fands within 
this Commonwealth, provided they will act with us 
under the arrangement of Juné last 

The above resolution ‘was’ offered in an amicable 
spirit, and with a sincere desire to heal the breach now 
existing between the two societies, at least so far as to 
unite the whole body of abolitionists in one vigorous 
and harmonious effort to redeem “the Staté pledge by 
the Ist of May. The debate that ensued upon it took 
a wide latitude, and was characterized by some warmth 
and severity of remark,—-not to be wondered at, per- 
haps, considering the peculiar state of things. If the res- 
olution had been cordially assented to by the delegation ° 
from New York, we are confident that the entire pledge 
would have been met at the close of the last quarter 
True, it was objected, that it gave no additional guar- 
anty to the Executive Committee, that the money 
should be forthcoming: but the delegation, we think, 
did great injustice to the meeting to insinuate, that no 
reliance was to be placed upon any new promise, 
either on the part of the Board or the Society. Such a 
promise, made under such circumstances, and in view 
of a most pressing emergency, would unquestionably 
have been met. In the first place, it would have pro- 
duced reconciliation of feeling and harmony of finan- 
cial action till the Ist of May, #f not for a lenger peri- 
od; and, secondly, it would have quickened many in- 
dividuals to make large donations, as well as infused 
a new spirit into the various auxiliaries in the State. 
Besides, what has been gained by rejecting the resolu- 
tion? Nay, what has not been lost by its-rejection ? 
Does the Parent Society expect” to thrive upon a state 
of division and alienation in the State Society? Is 
more money to be obtained, when all confidence is at 
an end, and jealousy and distrust are abroadyrhan: 
when allare agreed to give ‘a long pull, a streng pull, 
and a pullall together’? Far otherwise. We con- 
fess, we were greatly pained and surprised to see how 
this kind overture was received by onr New-York 
friends. There was, we think, an apparent determina- 
tion, on their part, not to regard any proffered terms of 
reconciliation, except such as they musthave known 
could not be immediately fulfilled by the Board of 
Managers. 

In the course of the discussion, the subject of politi- 
calaction was pretty fully examined. Mr. Brrxey— 
to the great surprise of the meeting—plainly declared 
it as his opinion, that, according to the- terms-of the 
Constitution of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 
every member of that Society, who is a legal voter, is 
morally bound to go tothe polls; and if he has any con- 
scientious scruples that debar him from using his elec- - 
tive franchise, then he is bound to leave the Society 
forthwith! In other words, all those who embrace the 
doctrine of non-resistance are not qualified to become: 


ought to withdraw from the same !!! An assumption, 
like this, is not to be tolerated as sound, for one mo- 
ment. It cannot be maintained by the American'A 
S. Society, without dashing the whole anti-slavery ‘or- 
ganization into fragments. It is not warranted by any: 
thing in the letter or spirit of the Constitution, or in. 
the history of the abolition reformation. Mn. Tappan 
did not dissent from this construction, whieh is.pre- . 


enforce in this Commonwealth, greatly tothe injury of ° 
the abolition cause. It is proscriptive and oppressive 


regard the rights of conscience, and liberty of action. 
Mr. Tappan went even further. Under. existing cir+ 
cumstances, and for the sake of peace, (/)’he counselled : 
a division of the Massachusetts Soeiety into two parts 
—i.e. the formation of a new oxrganization!! Et tu, 
Brute? ‘To this complexion things have come at Inst.’ 
Truly, ‘coming events cast the shadows before.’ A \ 


all test questions, thus far, the vote has stood more 
than 6 to 1 in favor of gennine, thorowgh-going anti- 
slavery principles and measares ! 

This counsel is bad. Tf. feltowed, ‘it would hot pro- 
duce peace. There is mo-need of a separation. A new 
organization, upon the old basis, would not avoid any 
of the difficulties now existing ; amdifit shoald require, 
the utterance of another shibbeleth, and a different teste 
of membership, it would be manifestly exclusive and 
pharisaical in its spirit,.and baneful in its tendencies. 
If factionists exist in our ranks, let the opprobrium. of _ 
recommending the-formation of a rival society attach 
to them, not to anytrwe friend of haman rights. . The, 
present anti-slavery. platform +s broad enough to hold: 
persons of alt seets, parties, creeds, complexions and 
nations, entestaiming sentiments most discordant re- 
specting Chanch, ant State, theology, politics, govern- 
ments, &c. &c. Those who would have one less broad 
and capacioas are spurious abolitionists. - 

Having the confidence, respees and’approval of. the - 
great body ofi Massachusetts. abolitionists, the course 
to be pursued: by, the Board of Managers is plain and 
direct. lL isfor them to give still further proof, that 
their regard for the success of the anti-slavery cause is 
lively and efficient, by redoubling their zeal aad ener. 
sy thoroughly to aholitiouize the Commonwealth. Leet: 
there be a resolute determination, and a united effort, 
on the part of individual abolitionists-and of societies — 
notwithstanding all that has happened—to REDEEM 
THE PLEDGE of the State Society, (O™ every, cond of 
4, £7 by the Ist of May—the money to pass, through 
the hands of the Treasurer. TRY, ONE AND ALL! 





to redeem its pledge punciually. Among those who ° 


members of any anti-slavery society ; or, if they are ‘ar’ 
present connected with any such society, then they \ 


cisely the same as that which Mr. Stanton has tried to. 


in its tendency, and will be resisted asisueh by all who-- 


division recommended? And why.? Because upon . 
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LITERARY. 


NON-RESISTANCE. 





From the Amesbury Morning Courier. 
CLERICAL HYPOCRISY. 


How scrupulous are ye who bear 
The ark of God,-~the mitre wear,— 
Ye preachers of salvation ; 
Lest you the gospel truths should mix 
With things unholy—politics— 
And leave your great vocation. 


Ay--nicely scruptlous, forsooth,— 
Dare not proclaim the bible truth, 
’Gainst slavery and oppression, 
Lest ye your sacred trust profane, 
And bring a deep and lasting stain 
Upon your high profession. 
Dare not denouce the dreadful theft 
Of him, who has of right bereft 
His weak, defenceless brother ; 
Lest it should seem ye woujd combine, 
In league unholy, wish'd to join 
The church and state together. 


Dare not your nation’s sins disclose, 
Lest ye your sanctity expose 
To Southron’s vile reproaches ; 
Disturb the sacred quietness, 
The harmony and love and peace, 
Of our New England churches. 


You say, ‘each has its proper sphere,’ 

Things civil there,—and sacred here,— 
How broad is the distinction ! 

The preacher, faithful to his trust, 

In times of loudest censure, must 
Disclaim their wrong connexion. 


And will ye then, who watch for souls, 
Turn politicians at the polls,— 
Join spiritual things with mammon ;— 
Your holy office so pollute, 
Bring as an off’ring there your vote, 
With other men in common? 


What subtle reasons will you plead, 
Th’ unpleasant duty to evade ; 
What shameful double-dealing ! 
How, like the recreant of yore, 
With wrath commission’d, yet forbore 
The threaten’d jadgement telling! 


And is it thus ye're sent to teach 

A part of gospel! truths to preach, 
Left to your own discerniag ? 

‘Go, preach the gospel,’ yct beware ! 

The crael slaver’s conscience spare, 
Nor give him timely warning. 


Did but such zeal as Paul inspir’d— 

Such love, as all his feelings fir'd— 
Sach holy, pure devotion, 

inspire the teachings ef the priest, 

And kindle in his lakewarm breast, 
Like arent, strong emotion— 


Then would the needy and distressed, 
The fetter'd slave, so long oppressed, 
Find mercy and compassion ; 
And slavery hide her blushing face, 
Returning truth and righteousness 
Save this repenting nation. M. J. 
Newbury, Dec. 12, 1838. 


LINGER NOT LONG. 
Linger not long !—Home is not home without thee ; 
Its dearest tokens only make me mourn. 
Oh! let its memory, like a chain about thee, 
Gentty compel, and hasten thy return. 
Linger not long. 


Lioger not long! Though crowds should woo thy stay- 
ing, 
Bethink thee—can the mirth of friends, tho’ dear, 
Compensate for the grief thy long delaying 
Costs the poor heart that sighs te have thee near? 
Linger not long. 


Linger not long!—How shall I watch thy coming, 
As evening’s shadows stretch o’er moor and fell! 
When the wild bee hath ceased her weary humming, 
And silence hangs on all things like a spell! 
Linger not jong. 


Hew shall'l watch fer thee when fears grow stronger, 
As light grows dark and darker on the hill ! 
How shall | weep, when I can watch no longer! 
Oh! art thou absent ?—Art thou absent still ? 
Linger not long. 


Yet TI should grieve not, though the cye that seeth me 
Gazeth through tears that make its splendor dull, 
For oh ! I sometimes fear, when thou art with me, 
My cup of happiness is all too fall. 
Linger not long. 


Haste, hasie thee home unto thy mountain dwelling! 
Haste as a bird unto its peaceful nest, 
Haste, as a skiff, when tempests wild are swelling, 
Flies to its haven of secured rest. 
Linger not long. 





From the Massachusetts Spy. 

‘Call it not an idle faney to wish that trees should 
wave, and birds sing, over this wasted form ; for na- 
ture has been so lovely to me, that I have a kind of 
gratitude to her, and it is sweet to think that I shall 
repose among those objects which God has given me 
sensibility to enjoy.’—C. Gilman. 

Oh, when this earthly tenement 
Shall join its kindred clay, 

And when this feverish being, frail, 
Shall sink to earth away ; 

No costly marble shall be reared, 
No Mausoleum’s pride— 

Nor chiselled stone be raised, to tell 
That I have lived and died. 


For I would seek a resting place 
Among my favorite bowers, 

‘ Mid warbling birds, and waving trees, 
And amaranthine flowers. 

Delightful thought! that when the toils 
And cares of life shall close, 

Amid the scenes I love so well, 
Shall be my last repose. 


But, anxious, thas, for that which dies, 
Forget not, oh, my soul, 
Thy own immortal destiny, 
The spirit's higher goal ; 
So live, that when thy summons comes, 
To join the train gone by, 
Thou may attain a brighter home, 
A home beyond the sky. ADA. 
COLD WATER. 
Fill high, fill high the flowing bowl, 
With Heaven's own precious gift 
Cold water for a thisty soul, 
Of health or peace bereft. 
A blessing springs in every land, 
Bland, healthful, clear ang sweet 
Most precious mid Arabia's sand : 
It shines a bliss complete. 


No poison lurks within the Vase, 
Where thy pure current lows, 
Thou hast not the inebriate’s praise 

Thy sweets he never knows; 
Then sparkling bright in Pearly dew 

Enriching earth’s fair bowers : 
The pleasant vale meand’ rit 

Or where the torrent roar 
Thon still dost bless wit 

And vivify a world, 
Thou rollest in streams of i 
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Or liest in frosts enpenr, yon came 

’Tis thine to cool the "d li 
parch’d lip’s 
When fever fires the veins, inns 


’Tis bliss to lave the throbbing brow 
When burning anguis ‘ : 


ng through, 
S. 


h life and health, 


h reigns, 
No venom’d malice fierce and 
fell, 
— of mine thy worth ean tell, 
are, sparkling, precious draught. 


LETTER FROM JAMES BOYLE, 
iM 


0. 
Non-Resistance,—The ‘ Powers that be,” Civil, 
Judicial and Ecclesiastical,— Holiness, 

We make no apology for publishing the following 
solemn and thrilling epistle,~-an epistle which appears 
to have been indited by the ‘spirit of prophecy,’ in 
perfect love to God and map, and true holiness of 
heart. Nay, we rejoice thatit is our privilege to place 
it upon record, in this manner, that men of all sects, 
parties and conditions may ponder its contents, and be 
instructed by its admonitions. Our only regret is, 
that one whose vision is so clear, whose intellect is so 
bright, whose soul is so energetic, as is that of James 
Borze, should so seldom use his pen for the warning 
and edification of the people. This omission may be 
owing either to his humility of spirit or his peculiar 
Situation, or to both. He has been, for sore time, the 
Publishing Agent of the Cincinnati Philanthropist ; 
but we think he ought to have a paper under his own 
control, not devoted to one topic, but to Curistraniry, 
in its broadest and most comprehensive term. We 
have no personal acquaintance whatever with Mr. 
Boyle; but, as far as we know his sentiments, there is 
no man living with whom we are in more perfect 
agreement—none whom we love more devotedly.— 
Ed. Lib. 


Cincinnati, Onto, Feb. 24, 1839. 
Dearty Betoven Brotner Garrison : 

‘ There is a conspiracy in the land—the PROPHETS 
in the midst thereof are like roaring lions ravening 
the prey; they have devoured souls ; they have taken 
the treasure and precious things ; they have made her 
many widows in the midst thereof! Her PRIESTS 
have violated the law, and have profaned the holy 
things: they have put no difference between the holy 
and profane, neither have they showed difference be- 
tween the unclean and the clean ; they have hid their 
eyes from the true Sabbath of Christian Rest, and the 
Lord is profaned among them! Her PRINCES, 
RULERS, in the midst thereof, are like wolves raven- 
ing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy souls, and to 
get dishonest gain! And her PROPHETS have daub- 
ed them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and 
divining hes unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord 
God, when the Lord hath not spoken! The PEOPLE 
of the land have used oppression, and exercised rob- 
bery, and have vexed the poor and needy ; yea, they 
have oppressed the stranger wrongfully! The Prorn- 
ers prophesy falsely, and the Priests bear rule by their 
means, and the Peorte love to have it so !—Therefore 
hath the Lord taken the wine-cup of his fury, and put 
it to the lips of the nations, Rulers, Priests and People, 
‘that they may drink, and be moved, and be mad ’— 
‘that they may be drunken, and spue, and fall, and 
rise no more.’ 

The Kings of the earth are standing up, and the 
Rulers are gathered together against the Lord, and 
against his Christ :—for, of a truth, against the holy 
child Jesus, whom God hath anointed king over the 
nations, both Herop and Ponrrivs Pinare with the 
GenTiLes, and the apostate Peorre or Israet, are gath- 
ered together to do what his hand and his counsel de- 
termined before should be done —to develope the 
Christ-denying and God-dethroning assumptions upon 
which all ecclesiastical and political organizations and 
alliances are based—to bring to their highest visible 
maturity —to disclose the vast extent, audacious claims 
and desperate purpose of these conspiracies against 
the supremacy of God and the well-being of man.— 
Thus, when the harvest is ripe, the strong and mighty 
ANGeL or tae Lorp will thrust in his sharp sickle, and 
gather them, as the clusters of the vine, for the great 
wine-press of the wrath of God. 

My brother, against what, as the two great external 
obstructions to the prevalence ot the religion and reign 
of Christ, have the ‘Two Witnesses, clothed in sack- 
cloth, been testifying for a thousand two hundred and 
three-score days,’ or twelve hundred and sixty years— 
if not the two high-handed, comprehensive tyrannies, 
the civil and ecclesiastical usurpation of dominion 
over the faith and the consciences, the personal rights 
and liberties of men? By whom, as the primary 
sources of persecution, have the faithful been visited, 
in all ages, with trial of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings, with bonds and imprisonment? By whose in- 
stigation and authority have they been stoned, sawn 
asunder, tempted to forswear their allegiance to their 
rightful Sovereign, and, for meekly refusing, have 
been slain with the sword? By whom have they been 
compelled, for conscience’ sake, to wander about 
in sheep-skins and goat-skins—being destitute, afilict- 
ed, tormented—to dwell in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth? By those political and 
religious despotisms, which have usurped the throne 
of God, and claimed the right to exercise lordship over 
the conscientious expression of thought and action in 
those who, for these things, are accuuntable only to 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords! In no age or 
nation has persecution been carried to any great ex- 
tent, where it was not authorized either by the com- 
mand or the connivance of the civil power, or the 
dominant sects. It is a truth demonstrated by all his- 
tory, secular and ecclesiastical, and also by the current 
exhibitions of our own times, that in no church, or 
sect, or nation, since christianity, falsely so called, 
came into power, has fall freedom of practical moral 
thought or the unrestrained liberty of conscience, been 
tolerated !—Hence it is only among those who are 
clothed in sackcloth, that the true witnesses for God and 
truth are to be found. 


All laws recognizing a distinction between moral 
right and wrong, have respect to the conscience, and 
demand its submission. It is in the nature of moral 
legislation, not only to command or prohibit, but also 
to determine what acts are morally right or wrong. It 
is in the nature of legislation to enforce its enactments 
with sanctions which imply dominion over all the at- 
tributes of body or mind, or both. It is in its nature 
to determine the criminality of each specific offence, 
and the just punishment which each offence deserves. 
It is in the nature of legislative sanctions to determine 
the value of the objects against which crimes are com- 
mitted, and the extent of less or suffering by which 
these crimes are expiated. Ifa pecuniary fine of five 
dollars is all the penalty, then the object which it is 
intenced to secure is worth only five dollars, and the 
sin is cancelled by the payment of the fine. If the 
punishment is the same for stealing or killing a man 
ora mule, then, in the legislator’s mind, the male is 
worth as much as the man. The penalty always ex- 
presses the legislator’s estimate of the object which the 
law is designed to guard, and the extent of the crime 
by which it is violated. Humana laws regard crime 
only as committed against man, while the same crime 
as committed against God does not come into the es- 
timate. 

Now we have the right te inquire—HasGod invest- 
ed any man, or body of men, independently of direct 
inspiration or divine control, to prescribe to others the 
boundaries of moral right and wrong? to prescribe 
the limits of human accountability ? to exercise do. 
minion over the moral attributes, and especially the 
consciences of men? Has he authorized men, with- 
out his saperintending wisdom, justice and prescience, 
to determine the exact turpitude of each specific of- 
fence, and the just punishment which each offence de- 
serves? Has he commissioned them to estimate crime 
by dollars and cents ?—and to separate the criminali- 
ty of any act as committed against man, from its crim- 
inality as committed against himself? Are the pen- 
alties of human Jaws the just estimates of the objects 
which they are ostensibly designed to guard? Do 
they neither exceed nor fall below the proper value of 
these objects? And does their infliction verily cancel 
the crimes by which they are violated ? 

If, in all the above particulars, human legislation is 
found wanting, or ming the prerogatives of God, 
or even going beyond him, can any man, who recog. 
nizes the Divine Being as the rightful moral Governor 
of the world, intelligently or conscientiously sanction 
these assumptions? Can men, who profess allegiance 
to the King of kings, consistently endorse the claim to 
determine by virtue of merely human authority, what 














is morally right or wrong ?—1o set limits to our moral 


obligations, and the exercise of conscience ?—to say 
how far we shall go in feeding the hungry, and cloth- 
ing the naked, visiting and practically sympathizing 
with the imprisoned, and entertaining strangers ?—in 
the exercise of judgment, mercy, and the love of God, 
and our neighbor ?—to separate love to man, and re- 
gard to his rights, from love to God, and regard to his 
claims ?—-to separate crime against man, from sin 
agaiust God ?—to measure the exact criminality of 
specific offences, and the just punishment which these 
offences deserve?—to estimate sin by dollars and 
cents, and to cancel crime upon the payment of a pe- 
cuniary fine? How any legislature or people, which 
claims such prerogatives, or exercises such power, or 
how any man who endorses them by appealing to hu- 
man laws for redress or protection, can regard either 
{the supremacy or the laws or government of God, it is 
| impossible to conceive. 

| If human legislators went ne farther than to re-affirm 
| what God has announced to be right and obligatery, 
they would not exceed their proper limits; for all men 
may and ought to do this :—but if this re-affirmation 
is considered necessary to, or the ground of our obe- 
dience, then we must regard human rulers as the 
sources of law and obligation, or their re-affirmation 
of the divine law as absolutely indispensable to the 
full force of divine legislation and government. But, 
even when they have enjoined what God previously 
required, they have done it without regard to his in- 
junctions, and by virtue of an assumed right, inherent 
in themselves, or derived fromm the sovEREIGN PEOPLE. 
It is by virtue of either or both these supposed rights, 
that they have presumed to prescribe the limits of 
right and wrong moral action, and to enforce their 
prescription as authoritative and supreme. By viriue 
of these, they have prohibited the free exercise of con- 
science, and unrestrained obedience to the living Ged. 
By virtue of these assumed sights, they have forbid- 
den us to remember those in bonds as bound with 
them—to love our neighbor as ourselves—to do unto 
others as we would that they should do unto us—to 
instruct the ignorant-—to elevate the degraded—to re- 
lieve the oppressed—to visit the sick and imprisoned 
—to receive and entertain the weary, faint and heart- 
stricken stranger—and even our own brethren born of 
one blood, bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh—to 
point or guide him to the city of refuge, when fleeing 
from his house of bondage from the hand of the rapa- 
cious and the bloody-minded. By virtue of these un- 
founded claims, how many of the people called Qua- 
kers have been fined, imprisoned, and despoiled of 
their goods—afflicted and persecuted in their persons 
and families—because they would not repudiate their 
allegiance tothe Prince of Peace ; because they would 
obey God rather than man, in refusing to sanction a 
system of rapine, robbery and blood! By virtue of 
these assumptions, they claim the rightto drag us be- 
fore their self-constituted courts, and would fain com- 
pel us to partake of their unforgiving spirit, and en- 
dorse all their usurpations and tyrannies. 

My brother, how many, among our civil and eccle- 
siastical legislators and rulers, can we find, who are 
able to meet the test, or who possess the grand quali- 
fication to inflict temporal or s piritual punishment for 
the violation of laws enacted even by the Supreme 
Legisiator, which Christ presented to the accusers of 
the adulterous woman, and which he, though indi- 
rectly, yet with a peculiarly pungent mannerand form 
of expression, most forcibly demanded of her judges, 
and to which their own accusing consciences involun- 
tarily responded—‘HE THAT IS WITHOUT SIN 
AMONG YOU, LET HIM FIRST CAST A STONE 
AT HER.’ Remember, (1) that under the only tem- 
poral government that God, as a moral Ruler, ever in- 
stituted, he required that ‘ the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel should stone those guilty of adultery 
with stones, until they died.’—(2) It was not expected 
or required in the Jewish civil or ecclesiastical code, 
that those who adjudged and sentenced criminals, or 
who executed the sentence, under the Mosaic system, 
should be ‘wirnourt sty,’ in order to act legally or au- 
thoritatively in the case ; ‘for the law of Moses made 
nothing perfect’—it was the bringing in of a better 
hope (the gospel) which was designed to effect this. 
Moreover, it is added, ‘it perfection (freedom from 
sin) were by the levitical priesthood, (for under it the 
people received the law,) what need was there that 
another Priest should rise, after the order of Melchis- 
edec,’ for the special purpose of effecting this? If de- 
liverance from sin could have been accomplished by 
any power which the moral, the ceremonial, sacrifi- 
cial, or civil laws could give to the: Jewish priesthood, 
then the advent, the death and resurrection of Christ 
were all unnecessary. ‘If righte ousness came by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain.’ Under that dispen. 
sation, there was not to be found ‘even a just man 
upon earth, who did good, and sinned not.’ Of course, 
while the Jewish system was in full force, none were 
required to be ‘without sin,’ in order to exeeute the 
temporal penalty upon the violation of the law. When 
Christ, therefore, exacted a qualification, which none 
at that time possessed but himself, in order to the in- 
fliction of physical penalties, he most unequivocally 
divested the whole world of allt rightful authority to 
punish offenders. 

Well! but why did he not inflict the penalty of the 
law himself, seeing he only possessed the necessary 
qualification? Answer—because he had no disposi- 
tion to do so; which disposition he would not have 
cherished, if it had been wrong in itself, or right in 
him to disregard it. Mark the language and spirit of 
his question to the woman, and the decision in respect 
to his own conduct in the case !—* Woman, where are 
those thine accusers? Hath no man condemned 
thee? She said, Noman, Lord. And Jesus said unte 
her, Neirner po I conpeMn TuEB, [i. e. judicially, ac- 
cording to the civil law,] go and sin no more.’ Evi- 
dently she was guilty ; as her accusers testified that 
she was detected in the very act, :and neither Christ 
nor the woman denied it. Had she not been guilty, 
surely ‘He who needed not that any should testify of 
man to him, seeing he knew what was in man,’ would 
have confronted her accusers with a direct denial of 
the charge. But even admitting that the accusation 
was wholly false, still it cannot be denied t! at the an- 
swer of Christ to the woman and her accusers is pre- 
dicated upon the admission of the charge as supposed, 
for the time being, to be true, and hence has all the 
force and meaning that it could possibly have in any 

imaginable circumstances. 

What, now, are the irresistible inferences which we 

would naturally draw from this case? First, that 

sinful men have No ricut to punish offenders; and, 

secondly, \hat men ‘srithout sin,’ like their placable 

Redeemer, have no pisrosiTion to do so. The spirit 

of Christ, in his people, guaranties them against all 

inclination to inflict physical evil upon transgressors : 

therefore, they are not prohibited by a positive law, as 

are those who can be restrained by nothing else. ‘If 
any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his;’ and if this is the spirit of Christ, where shall 

we find it! How very few there are who make even 

any elaim to it whatever! What an almost universal 

eagerness is manifested to disclaim all fellowship and 

even all patience with it! Jesus, when here in per- 

son, was called by the Chief Priests, Scribes, and 

Pharisees of his day, a gluttonous man, and a wine- 

bibber—a glutton and a drankard—a Sabbath-breaker 

—an impostor or deceiver—the associate and boon 

companion of publicans and harlots. He was accus- 

ed of being no friend to Czsar, to the restraints of ba- 

man government, or of none but his own—i. e. he 

was a ‘no-government man.’ He was accused 

of stirring up the people to sedition—of perverting 

them, i. e. of exerting a very pernicious influence 

against the powers that existed in Church and State— 

of being a Samaritan, i.e. while professing to be a Jew 

—of being a secret conspirator against the true sanc- 

tuary and the true religion—of being mad, insane, 

and, to crown all, the Prince or Devits. Shall we 

consider it strange, that the spirit of the Prince of 

Peace, now again revealed, after a lapse of eighteen 

hundred years, through the members of his body, re- 

ceives a similar reception from a similar generation ? 

Nay, we have nothing else to expect from the wilfully 

Wind, and their Jeaders, than to be denounced as the 

worst of all fanatics in throwing the already loosened 

reins upon the neck of all licentiousness, and the de- 
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fenceless upon the mercy of a selfish world—of pilot- 
ing the race back thousands of years into the ages of 
barbarism and anarchy, and of making the eartha 
desert. ‘If we let this man alone, all the honest- 
hearted will believe on him, and then the ruthless Ro- 
mans will come, and take away both our place and 
our pation.’ 

But even if it be admitted, that while sinful men 
are deprived of ali right, yet those ‘ without sin’ are 
authorized to make laws, enact penalties, and execute 
them upon transgressors—where are the men, iD 
Church or State, who pussess the indispensable quali- 
fication? Legislators and rulers are generally the 
basest men among us—false, profane, licentious, per- 
fidious, mobocratic, and murderous! And how much 
better is the state of our ecclesiastical and sectarian 
legislators and judges? Hateful and hating one 
another—Bonners, Lauds and Torquemadas—anti- 
christs glorying in their shame—denying that there is 
or can be any such thing on earth as being ‘ wirnovT 
six’—and in denying this, blotting out the existence 
of all holiness whatever. Fer, what is holiness, or 
that love to God and man, which the law requires? 
Avoiding the technicalities of mental science, if there 
is any truth in Scripture or rational philosophy, it is— 

1. A benevolent state of mind: not a component at- 
tribute of mind—not an emotion, or any series of 
emotions. If it be an attribute, then all minds pos- 
sess it—have always possessed, have never lost, and 
never can Jose it—inasmuch as we all possess the 
same attributes in common, and possess them as so 
many parts of the mind itself. Not an emotion, or 
any series of emotions, because the state of mind, of 
which they are the developement, lics back, and exists 
independently of them all. The love we bear our 
families, or friends, is just as real, deep and ardent, 
when absorbed in our daily occupations, and hence 
withont emotion toward them, as when we greet their 
gladdened countenances, and feel their warm em- 
brace ; and that, because it is an uniform and perma- 
nent state of mind. The emotions are but the effer- 

vescence of love, which rises and falls like the tide 
with the immediate presence or absence to the mind, 
directly, or through the senses, of the objects which 
excite them. ‘I will put [didows, infix] my laws into 
their mind, and write [epigrapho, engrave] them in 
their hearts,’ is the language of God, when he means 
to express that uniform and permanently benevolent 
state of mind which his spirit gives, and which dis- 
tinguishes pure and undefiled religion from all others 

2, It is a state of mind, which, in the nature of the 
case, precludes every opposite state, in reference to 
the same objects. We cannot both hate and love God 
at the same time: we cannot, at the same time, re- 
ceive and reject him—submit and rebel—obey and 
disobey. True, we may be in different states of mind, 
but not in opposite moral states simultaneously. We 
may be ‘sorrowlul, yet always rejoicing ’—sorrowful 
in view of the wrong and the false—rejoicing in view 
of the right and the true. We may both loathe and 
love the same being, but not for the same reasons, or 
in view of the same things inthem. Hence, taking 
but one view of God, we cannot be both his enemies 
and his friends—enemies and friends of his truth or 
his Son—his children, and the children of the Devil. 
‘No man can serve two masters : for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or hokt to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon,’ ‘Doth a fountain send forth, at the same 
place, sweet water and bitter? Can the fig-tree bear 
olive berries? Either a vine figs? So can no fountain 
yield both salt water and fresh.’ 

3. It is a state of mind, which cements us to God, 
and connects us with every link in the chain of hu- 
manity. As God’s benevolence consists in desiring 
the highest holiness and happiness of the universe, 
and wisely employing all the energy of his natural 
and moral attributes to effect this; so every one as- 
similated to him in spirit and operation, will exhibit 
in miniature ‘the brightness of his glory, and the ex- 
press image (Greek, character) of his person.’— All 
the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this— Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself? If we love our 
neighbor as ourselves, his health, intelligence, free. 
dom, character, happiness, will be to us precisely as 
our ewn: hence, we can no more injure his person, 
imbrute his mind, take away his freedom, slander his 
character, steal his goods, sue him at the law, incar- 
cerate him in a prison, or do him any other injury, 
than we can do these things to ourselves. He is, as 
it were, a part of ourselves ; and hence, all his inter- 
ests are ours, and ours his. God has made us one, 
and views us as an unit; and mre can never view or 
act towards each other as possessing different interests, 
without injuring him, and inflicting an equal injury 
on ourselves. 

4. It is a state of mind which encircles or spreads 

itself over every attribute of mind, and sanctifies them 
all. It must include the understanding, or it is not 
intelligent love—hence, not the right kind :—the will, 
or itis not voluntary—not love at all :—the conscience, 
or it knows no law, which is a contradiction, as it is 
itself a law to the whole mind :—the susceptibilities, 
passions, or emotions, se far as they are voluntary, or 
it does not include volition, and is therefore itself in- 
voluntary. By being elected and installed king over 
every attribute of mind, all volition put into its pos- 
session, and submitted to its sovereign control, they 
will, in the very nature of the case, so far as they are 
connected with the will, act voluntarily only as benev- 
olence or divine love dictates. If benevolence does 
not spread itself wherever it exists over the entire cir- 
cumference of mind, then, indeed, may it truly be 
said, that we can both hate and lore, be both the ene. 
mies and the friends of God and man, and truth, and 
holiness, and heaven; inasmuch as benevolence, 
(upon this supposition,) may cover the susceptibility 
to love, but not the susceptibility to hate; it may not 
include either intelligence, or volition, or conscience, 
or the susceptibilities, or affections ; which is absurd. 
God defines benevolence, or true religion, in the ful- 
lowing command, which comprehends all obedience : 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with aux thy heart, 
and with avi thy soul, and with au. thy sind, and with 
AL. thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself’ If true 
holiness is something which falls below this definition, 
or if any thing which is less than this is true holiness, 
then God’s description of true religion is something 
more than true religion !—or, in other words, in com- 
manding us to be holy, he demands of us something 
more than true holiness—if any thing is true holiness 
which is. below this demand !! 

5. It is a state of mind which comprehends ali the 
strength of every attribute of mind, and apportions 
that strength to the nature and value of the objects 
towaid which its efforts are directed. It is not re- 
quired, it is not expected, that all the physical strength 
of which we are possessed should be exerted at all 
times, and toward all objects alike. The expenditure 
of force is proportioned to the value of the object, and 
the difficulties which lie in the way of its attainment. 
So benevolence, which takes in all the moral strength 
of the mind, will appropriate that strength in that 
manner, and to that extent, which is necessary to ac- 
complish its own great ends. As no rational being 
considers me physically imbecile, because I do not ex- 
ert al] my physical force upon all material objects, 
and at all times alike ; so no rational being will con- 
sider me morally imbecile, because I do not expend 
all ay moral force upon all spiritual objects, and at 
all times alike. We may love God with all our heart 
and strength ; all may be his—but his to be employed 
in wisdom, at the tme when the object can best be at- 
tained, and to the extent which the nature of the case 
may demand. We have an instance on record, which 
will not be disputed, of a man whose love to God took 
in every attribute of his mind, and all the strength of 
each ; yet we do not find in the history of this man, 
that he was constantly on the rack, with every power 
stretched to its utmost tension; but, on the contrary, 
we learn that he mused, conversed and acted with the 
calmness of other men. When weary, be slept; 
when exfausted, he relaxed himself; when fatigued 
with long exertion, ‘he went aside to rest himself 
awhile.’ ; 

6, It is a state of mind which involves every speci- 
fic virtue, and excludes every specific vice ; for, with- 





tions or specific acts ; so no occasional emotions or 

actions, apparently virtuous, or apparently vicious, de- 

termine the true character of any man. As benevo- 

lence comprehends all the attributes of the mind, and 

all the strength of each aitribute, while this state re- 

mains, there can be no wrong. And to introduce any 

thing wrong, there must be an entire reversal of char- 
acter and state, and then there can be no right. ‘He 

that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 
(Christ) is righteous’; he that doeth righteousness at 
all, is as righteous as Christ ; or he that is holy at all, 
is as holy, to the extent of his capacity, as Christ. 

‘He that commitieth sin is of the devil;* he that sins 
atall, has every evil principle and inclination in com- 
mon with the devil; so that you can say nothing bet- 
ter cf him—as he is as wicked, to the extent of bis 
capacity, his circumstances, and occasions, as the 
devil is. ‘He that is faithful im that which is least, 
is faithful also in much ; and he that is unjust in the 
least, is unjust also in much.’ Those who are faithful 
at all, comprehend within themselves all faithfulness ; 
and those who are unjust at all, comprehend within 
themselves all injustice. ‘If thine eye be sizgle, thy 
whole body shall be full of light; but if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.’ Any 
one stream of a common source determines the char- 
acter of the fountain, and all its streams. Any one 
specimen of a particular fruit determines the charac- 
ter of the tree, and of all its fruit—‘as a corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit, neither can a good tree 
bring forth evil fruit; and a tree is known by its 
fruit,’ or any single specimen of it. 

Now we know, that the prevailing religion of all the 
sects of Christendom, as defined by their teachers, is 
the reverse of all these six particulars :—of course, 
the reverse of all genuine religion, such as God de- 
scribed, as Christ practised, and the Holy Ghost fulfils 
in those who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit. Theirs is a religion, occasional, periodical, 
spasmodic. Prayer and thanks, morning, noon and 
evening, and self-seeking during the intervals at the 
counter, the bar, and the bench. One day toGod, and 
six days to self. Confessing and covenanting now, 
anon falling into new abominations next. They are, 
according to the best representation which they give 
of themselves, a combination of all good and ill, of 
all right and wrong, of all perversity and purity; or, 
as one of their own poets hath said, a Christian's 
heart is . 

‘A temple of the Holy Ghost, and yet 

Oft lodging fiends; the dwelling-place of all 

The heavenly virtues, charity and truth, 
Humility, and holiness, and love ; 

And yet the common haunt of anger, pride, 
Hatred, revenge, and passions foul with lust ; 
Allied to heaven, yet parleying oft with hell ; 
With seraphs drin'ing from the well of life, 

And yet carousing in the cup of death ; 

An heir of heaven, and walking thitherward, 

Yet casting back a covetous eye on earth ; 

A man willing to do, and doing not; 

Doing, and willing not ; embracing what 

He hates, what most he loves abandoning ; 

Half saint, and sinner half; half life, half death ; 
Commixture strange of heaven and earth and hell.’ 

Such are the men who have taken upon themselves 
the character and claims of spiritual legislators, 
judges and executioners of ecclesiastical sanctions! 
‘He that is wituour sin among you, let him cast the 
stone’; let him repreve, rebuke, denounce ; let him 
apply the precept to the heart, and the caustic to the 
conscience ; butlet not those who live in the ‘commen’ 
practice of acknowledged crime, increase and seal 
their own damnation by condemning, excommunicat- 
ing and anathematizing others, who are but sinners 
like themselves, and who, by offending in one point, 
have made themselves guilty of all. 

My brother, do not the signs of the times foretoken 
the near approach of that period when ‘THE THRONES 
SHALL BE CAST pow’, and the Ancient of Days shall 
sit, whose garment is white as snow, and the hair of 
his head like pure wool; whose throne is like the 
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire *?—when 
the ‘Son of man shall take the kingdom, and domin- 
ion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven?—when all people, nations and lan- 
guages shall serve and obey him’? Is there not an 
exact likeness in disposition, principle, character, and 
mode of operation, between priests and politicians— 
so exact as to compel all untrammeled discriminat- 
ing minds to infer that they are influenced, controlled 
and guided by the same motives, and by the same 
agent? 

Do we not see, in almost every ecclesiastical gath- 
ering, whether Convention or Conference, Assembly 
or Association, and in every Legislature, the body di- 
vided into two or more irreconcileable parties ; view- 
ing each other with the deep jealousy of hatred, 
dreaded rivals, and each struggling to seize and wield 
exclusively the arm of power? 

Do we not perceive in each, the desperate effort to 
secure a majority—and that majority recognizing no 
law but its own will, and no rights in others but such 
as they have no occasion to deny, and no restraint but 
that satisfaction which gratified passion gives? 

Do we not see a deep and almost boundless suscep- 
tibility to ungovernable excitement and irrascible 
emotions? A proposition, a resolution, a word, or 
even sometimes an allusion, tumbles the whole body 
into one confused mass of volcanic passion. Ina 
moment, all fear of God, all solemn professions, all 
regard for humanity, and all self-respect, evaporate 
amidst the burning fury of tartarean fires. 

Do we not observe in each, the same disposition to 
make their confessions of faith, their disciplines, their 
creeds, written or unwritten, their constitutions and 
laws, their compacts and compromises, paramount to 
the constitutions and Jaws of nature, and of nature’s 
God? What mean all those appeals to creeds and 
constitutions—the compromises, and laws, and con- 
stituted authorities of Church and State, in those mat- 
ters where the right and the wrong are already clearly 
determined by the Judge of all the earth? The only 
question that the friend of God will ask is, ‘What 
saith the Lord?’ When that question is settled, all 
is settled with him, and he glories in trampling every 
opposing influence and dominion under his feet. Eve- 
ry reference to human laws or constitutions, disci- 
plines, or directories, in cases which God has already 
decided, is blank Atheism—a denial of God and his 
government. In thfS thing, a Christless priesthood 
and a godless government are agreed! ! 

Do we not see in the high places of civil and eccle- 
siastical usurpation, the same party caucusing—the 
same cutting and drying of materials, designed to 
serve the purposes of faction, persecution and ambi- 
tion, to be forced through the assembly by party drill- 
ing and slavish subservience, on the one side; and 
by gagging free discussion and solemn protestation, 
on the other ?—a species of mental and most degrad- 
ing moral tyranny inflicted on both sides, only known 
to modern times! 

Do we not perceive in the halls of civil and ecc'e- 
siastical legislation and counsel, an iron-hearted reso- 
lution to stifle the cries of bleeding humanity—to 
deny the smallest pittance which a human sufferer can 
ask of his fellow-man—even a consideration of his 
wretched state? The stranger fallen among thieves, 
stripped, wounded, bleeding, dying, is thrust from the 
door of priest and potitician, to perish, without solace 
and without hope; while all who sympathize with 
him, as the child of a common Father, are treated as 
the common enemies of their race! 

Do we net perceive the same disposition in the lead- 
ers in.Church and State, to destroy the land-marks 
established by their own acknowledged creeds, consti- 
tutions and Jaws, which limit their action in their 
efforts to suppress doctrines universally acknowledged, 
which they cannot bear, and to arrest that freedom of 
thought and action, which their selfish, factious inter- 
ests cannot endure? Do they not employ the same 
means, resort to the same system of management, of 
tyranny and terror, to silence the voice of compassion 
in the hearts-of the humane, and the testimony of 
Christ in the members of his body ? 

Do we not sce in both, the desire for perishable pelf, 
popular favor, and party aggrandizement, an execra- 
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